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Walterboro Celebrates 140 Years of Firefighting  
 

Walterboro, S.C. -- The City of Walterboro, known for its historic charm and abundant natural 

resources, is planning a celebration on Saturday, October 2, to mark 140 years of service by the 

Walterboro Fire Department. Hosted by the City of Walterboro and the Boy Scouts of America, 

the festivities will officially kick off fire prevention month.  

 

Events will take place at 300 E. Washington Street, in historic downtown Walterboro, and start at 

11 a.m. with raffle prizes, hot dogs, and a fire truck slide. At 11:30 a.m., there will be a short 

presentation to recognize the department’s dedication to community public safety and to honor 

retired Chiefs Harry Cone, Ashton Syfrett, Joe Mire and J.C. Sineath. Firemen will also be on 

hand to assemble special needs bikes for local children as part of the department’s affiliation 

with the Little Red Dog Foundation. 

 

Public Safety Director Otis Rhodes said, “We are excited to celebrate the fire department’s 

service to our community and want to be sure all of our citizens are aware of stressing the 

importance of fire safety.” As part of this effort, 21-year veteran firefighter Wayne Lake will 

make his annual school visits throughout October to promote awareness of fire prevention 

month. 

 

Sponsors for this event include the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts, Pack 686, the Walterboro 

Historical Preservation Society, the Press and Standard, and Wal-Mart. Funds raised from the 

raffle will help local Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts attend outings to learn more about fire safety 

and community service. Chris Cook, Boy Scout troop master and 20-year veteran firefighter, 

commented, “This is a great opportunity for these youth and helps fulfill our mission of 

educating and serving the community.” 

 

Admission is free. For more information, contact the Walterboro Welcome Center by calling 

843-538-4353 or by visiting www.walterborosc.org.  

 

The Walterboro Fire Department, established in 1869 when the department requested funds for 

its first pump wagon and space to store equipment, strives to minimize the risk of injury and fire 

damage in the community through fire safety education. Today, the firefighters also serve as 

public safety officers and are prepared to handle all types of emergencies, some of which require 

specialized training and equipment. The city currently has three fire stations staffed with certified 

personnel, three pumpers, and three support vehicles. In 2009, firefighters responded to 211 calls 

within the city limits. 

 

Established in 1826, the City of Walterboro is hailed as the “front porch of the Lowcountry,” 

with its historic charm, plentiful natural resources and warm Southern hospitality. The area 
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around the city, rich with forests and vast quantities of water, is also known as the gateway to the 

ACE Basin, one of the largest undeveloped estuaries on the East Coast. Centrally located 

between Charleston, Savannah, Hilton Head, and Columbia, the city is home to many historic 

buildings, antique stores, the Great Swamp Sanctuary and the S.C. Artisans Center, designated 

by the state’s legislature as the “Official South Carolina Folk Art and Craft Center.” In addition, 

the city is home to the largest general aviation airport in the state. Walterboro serves as the 

economic heart of Colleton County and maintains a small-town Americana atmosphere. For 

more information, call 843-549-2545 or visit www.walterborosc.org. 

 

 

### 

http://www.walterborosc.org/

