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At the time this document was developed there were two National Historic Districts in Walterbor: the H. ickory Valley Historic
District (left) and the Walterboro Historic District (right).
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Which Chapters Apply to

Your Project?

Use the chart below to identify the chap-
ters you should use for the type of work
that is being considered.

Your proposed project
requires a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) from
the City.

Your proposed project is for
the renovation of an historic

property.

Your proposed project is for
the construction of an
addition to an historic

property.

Your proposed project is for
an alteration to a non-historic

property.

Your proposed project is for
the construction of a new
building in a historic district.

Your proposed project is for
site improvements (on either a
historic or non-historic

property)

Design Duidelines for Rehabilitation
Design Guidelines for New Construction

Design Guidelines for Site Design
Design Guidelines for Additions

Preservation in Walterboro

Introduction
Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:
Chapter 4:
Chapter 5:
Chapter 6:
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INTRODUCTION

This book presents design guidelines for historic
districts (both nationally and locally designated)
in Walterboro, South Carolina. The guidelines
reflect a basic preservation philosophy: to encour-
age the preservation and careful treatment of the
historic resources within the city, while recogniz-
ing the need for the contemporary economic use
of these structures. The guidelines are intended
to be a means for balancing the historic qualities
of existing historic structures with the demands
of contemporary use.

WHAT 15 DESIGN REVIEW?

For many years the City of Walterboro and its resi-
dents have been concerned about the compatibil-
ity of the designs for alterations to existing build-
ings and new construction with the City historic
resources. The City’s history and architecture are
important and portions of the City are recognized
as National Register Historic Districts. For this
reason Walterboro’s residents believe that its his-
torical heritage and resources should be protected.
A design review process that contains design
guidelines for new construction and alterations
to existing structures can help focus such activi-
ties on respecting the traditional and historic char-
acter of Walterboro.

WHAT ARE DESIGN GUIDELINES?

Design guidelines convey community policies
about the design of alterations to existing struc-
tures, additions, new construction and site work.
As such, they provide a common basis for mak-
ing decisions about changes that may affect the
appearance of individual properties or the over-
all character of a neighborhood. However, they
do not dictate solutions. Instead, they define a
range of appropriate responses to a variety of
specific design issues. For example, guidelines can
suggest that a new building have an overall char-
acter similar to that seen historically, but they do
not dictate specific styles. Guidelines also iden-
tify some design approaches that are inappropri-

ate in the context of a neighborhood. For example,
guidelines may state that locating an addition to
the front of a historic residence would be inap-
propriate.

Wny HAVE DESIGN GUIDELINES?

Design guidelines provide a basis for making
decisions about the appropriate treatment of his-
toric resources and compatible new construction.
They also serve as an educational and planning
tool for property owners and their design profes-
sionals who seek to make improvements that may
affect historic resources.

While design guidelines are written in such a way
that they can be used by the layman to plan im-
provements, property owners are strongly en-
couraged to enlist the assistance of qualified de-
sign and planning professionals, including archi-
tects and preservation consultants.

How WERE THESE DESIGN
GUIDELINES DEVELOPED?

The design guidelines in this document reflect
property owners' and residents’ ideas about de-
sign in Walterboro's historic districts as formu-
lated in public workshops conducted in early

The design guidelines in this document are the result of
property oumers’ and residents’ ideas about design in the
two historic districts, as formulated in two public workshops
conducted in early 2000.
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2000. They provide a common basis for making
decisions about renovation and new construction
that may affect the appearance of individual prop-
erties or the overall character of the districts.

The design guidelines incorporate principles set
out in The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for
the Rehabilitation of Historic Properties, a widely ac-
cepted set of basic preservation guidelines. It is
the intent of this document to be compatible with
The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards, while ex-
panding on its basic preservation principles.

These guidelines are intended to help property
owners understand the building elements that
make up their neighborhood and what it takes
for a new building (or a substantially altered
building) to respectfully relate to the historic con-
text. This approach does not require residents to
spend more money on their projects or to make
their buildings “look old." Rather, it is a means to
help construction relate to the mass, scale, form
and character of historic buildings that make up
the context within which it is occurring.

THE SCOPE OF THE G UIDELINES

The guidelines address all projects in Walterboro
requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)
from the City. Please note that the City will not issue
a building permit without a COA. Projects that need
a COA include any construction, exterior alter-
ation, removal or demolition. (Note: For alterations
to non-historic buildings, the guidelines for new con-
struction shall apply.)

These design guidelines apply to the exterior of
buildings only. In general, greater emphasis is
placed on the character of primary facades, those
designed to face the street. Greater flexibility is
available for work on secondary facades.
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How 10 Use THiIS DOCUMENT

Property owners, real estate agents, developers,
contractors, tenants and architects should use the
guidelines when beginning a project in Walter-
boro. This will help establish an appropriate di-
rection for its design. For any project subject to
review, the applicant should refer to the guide-
lines at the outset, to avoid planning efforts that
later may prove to be inappropriate.

The City will consider the guidelines on a case-
by-case basis, to determine if an adequate num-
ber of the relevant guidelines have been met.
However, there is no set number of guidelines that
must be met to gain approval. In making its de-
termination, the City’s overall concerns are that
the proposed work complies with the criteria in
its ordinance, that the integrity of an individual
historic structure is preserved, and that the over-
all character of Walterboro is protected. The de-
sign guidelines provide an objective basis for de-
termining that these objectives will be achieved.

Itis also important to recognize that, in each case,
a unique combination of the design variables is
at play and, as a result, the degree to which each
relevant guideline must be met may vary. If many
of the design variables are configured to be quite
similar to features used traditionally, then greater
flexibility in variations of other elements may be
considered and still result in an overall design that
is compatible with the historic context. For ex-
ample, in the case of a new building, if the pro-
posed structure will be built of wood that is quite
similar in color and scale to that seen historically,
and if it aligns with other houses and is of a simi-
lar height, then perhaps greater variation in the
details of the new house design may be consid-
ered. Thus, the City can respond to the unique
combination of design variables in each proposed
project while also applying a consistent set of
guidelines.
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Introduction

This document is organized into five chapters

and this introduction:

*  This introduction provides the foundation
and understanding for the preparation of
this document.

*  Chapter One discusses basic preservation
theory and describes Walterboro'sapproach
to preservation.

¢ Chapter Two, Design Guidelines for Site
Design, includes design guidelines for all
projects, including rehabilitation, new
construction and site work, and should be
read by all users.

*  Chapter Three, Design Guidelines for the
Rehabilitation of Historic Properties, presents
design guidelines for all historic properties
in the historic districts.

*  Chapter Four, Design Guidelines for Additions
and Accessory Structures, provides design
guidelines for all new additions, to both
historic and non-historic structures, in the
historic districts.

¢  Chapter Five, Design Guidelines for New
Construction, provides design guidelines for
all new construction in an historic district.

The four chapters containing design guidelines
are organized in a format that provides back-
ground information as well as specific design
guidelines. If a chapter covers many design top-
ics, it is first divided into major topic areas and
then contains the following elements:

Background Information

Each chapter begins with a discussion of the is-
sues typically associated with the specific design
topics addressed in the chapter. This may include
technical information as well as general preser-
vation theory that might be relevant to the topics
at hand.

Policy Statement

Design topics cover many sub-topics. For each
sub-topic a broad policy statement explaining the
City'sbasic approach to its treatment is given. This
statement provides the basis for the more detailed
design guidelines that follow. In cases where spe-
cial conditions in a specific project are such that
the detailed design guidelines do not appear to
address the situation, this general policy state-
ment should serve as the basis for determining
the appropriateness of the proposed work.

Design Guidelines

For each policy statement, one or more design
guideline statements will follow. Typically a de-
sign guideline statement is performance-oriented,
describing a desired design treatment. The spe-
cific design guidelines are presented as bold face
statements under each policy statement. Guide-
lines are numbered to indicate their relative po-
sition within a chapter. The number does not im-
ply a ranking of importance.

Additional Information

The design guideline statement is followed by
supplementary information that is treated as sub-
points of the guideline. These subpoints may in-
clude additional requirements, or may provide
an expanded explanation. These subpoints are
listed as bulleted () statements.

Ilustrations

Design guidelines are further explained through
the use of photographs and illustrations. Ex-
amples given should not be considered the only
appropriate options. In most instances, there are
numerous possible solutions that meet the inten-
tion of the design guidelines, as well as the needs
of the property owner.
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v’s and X's

In order to quickly help the reader determine de-
sign approaches that are appropriate or not, many
of the illustrations that supplement the policies
and design guidelines are marked with either a
v or an X. Those illustrations marked with a v/
are considered appropriate solutions to the de-
sign issue at hand. Whereas, those illustrations
marked with an X are not appropriate. Note, how-
evet, that the illustrations used in this document
do not represent all of the possible design solu-
tions available, and just because an approach is
not listed or illustrated does not mean that it is
notappropriate. If there are any questions regard-
ing the appropriateness of a potential design so-
lution, the City should be contacted.

It is important to note that all of the elements of
the design guidelines (i.e., including the introduc-
tory and informational sections, the policy state-
ment, and the subpoints) constitute the material
which determines the appropriateness of a pro-
posed project.

Maintenance Tips

Special information about the appropriate main-
tenance of select building materials and features
is provided occasionally for a design guideline.
Such information is located at the bottom of a
pageand is separated from the design guidelines
by a bold line.

Additional Information

Finally, a separate section, also separated from the
body of the text by a bold line, provides a brief
list of other publications that may be particularly
useful for those who desire more information
about the treatment of a specific design topic in
more detail.

Design Guidelines for Walterboro

3 Maintain the line of building fronts and spacing patterns on a block.

In areas where building setbacks are uniform, a new building
should be placed in general alignment with its neighbors.

A front yard serves as a transitional space between
the "public” sidewalk and the "private” building.
In many blocks, front yards are similar in depth,
resulting in a relatively uniform alignment of
building fronts that contributes to a sense of vi-
sual continuity.

3.1 Preserve an historic structure in its
original location on a site.
. This includes setbacks and orientation.

3.2 Locate a new building within the range

of yard dimensions seen along a block.

. These include front yard , side yard and rear
yard setbacks.

. In some areas, setbacks vary, but generally
fall within an established range. A greater
variety in setbacks is inappropriate in this
context.

Sample of the guideline format used in this document
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Introduction

PoLicy STATEMENTS

In order to provide an overview of what design
topics this document addresses, the following is
a listing of all "policy statements” found in the
subsequent chapters. These policy statements
form the foundation for all design guidelines and
provide the City and its residents with a clear pic-
ture of the goals and intent of design review in

Walterboro.

1. Maintainthelushcharacter of the streetscape
and the neighborhood.

2. Maintain the traditional character and use
of private landscaping.

3. Maintain thealignmentand spacing patterns
of buildings along a block.

4.  Maintain the traditional character of a front
yard.

5. If it is to be used, a fence should be in
character with those seen traditionally.
However, using no fence at all is often the
best approach.

6.  Orient the front of a building to the street.

7. Minimize the visual impacts of site and
building lighting.

8.  Service areas and mechanical equipment
should not be visually obtrusive to a site.

9. Minimize the visual appearance of parking
areas.

10. Maintain the forest character of Hickory
Valley as seen from the road.

11.  Original architectural details should be
preserved in place whenever feasible.

12.  Deteriorated architectural details should be
repaired rather than replaced, whenever
possible.

13.  Original architectural details that have
deteriorated beyond repair should be
replaced in kind.

14. Original building materials should be
preserved in place, whenever feasible.

15.  Deteriorated building materials should be
repaired rather than replaced, whenever
possible.

16. Original building materials that have
deteriorated beyond repair should be
replaced in kind.

17.  Theuse of syntheticsiding materials to cover

original building materials or features is not
appropriate.

24.

26.

27.

28.

29.

31.

32.

33.

35.

Original wood siding should be maintained
with a protective coating of paint.
Masonry construction should be preserved
in its original condition.

Roof materials should be used in a manner
similar to that seen historically and chosen
based on their compatible appearance with
a structure.

Maintain a porch and its character-defining
features.

Windows and doors significantly affect the
character of a structure and should be
preserved.

A new or replacement window or door
should match theappearance of the original.
Preserve the original form and scale of a
roof.

Maintain the tradition of raised cottages.
Some additions may have taken on
significance in their own right and should
be preserved.

Design an addition to be compatible with
the main building.

A roof-top addition should not visually
overpower the primary structure.

The preservation of historic accessory
structures is encouraged.

A new accessory structure should relate to
those utilitarian accessory structures seen
historically.

A new building should appear similar in
scale to traditional single family houses.
The form of anew building should be similar
to those seen traditionally in the historic
districts.

Building materials for new construction
should be similar to materials seen
historically.

A new building should be visually
compatible with historic structures without
being direct copies.

Window and door designs foranew building
should be similar to those seen historically.
Maintain the tradition of raised cottages.
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Preservation in Walterboro

PRESERVATION IN WALTERBORO

GoaLs For THE CiTY

The overall preservation and design goal for the
City of Walterboro are to preserve the integrity of
its individual historic structures and the charac-
ter of its streetscape. To maintain the character of
a historic building, design elements such as form,
mass and materials should be considered in any
alteration. Another goal for the districts is to
preserve key character-defining features and de-
tails. The relationship the building has with other
neighborhood design elements is also important.
In particular, considering the hierarchy of site
elements, such as street trees, secondary struc-
tures, historic street elements, front yards and
walkways is a high priority.

Why PreservE HisTORIC

RESOURCES?

Across the nation, thousands of communities pro-
mote historic preservation because doing so con-
tributes to neighborhood livability and quality of
life, minimizes negative impacts on the environ-
ment and yields economic rewards. Many prop-
erty owners are also drawn to historic resources
because the quality of construction is typically
quite high and the buildings are readily adapt-
able to contemporary needs. These same reasons
apply in Walterboro.

Construction Quality

Many of the historic structures in Walterboro are
of high quality construction. Lumber used came
from mature trees, was properly seasoned, and
typically was milled to “full dimensions,” which
often yielded stronger framing. These structures
also were thoughtfully detailed. The finishes of
materials, including fixtures, wood floors and
trim, were generally of high quality, as well. By
comparison, in today’s new construction, materi-
alsofsuch quality arerarely availableand compa-
rable detailing is very expensive. The high quality
of construction in historic buildings is therefore a
“value” for many people.

ikory grove

: acol Waler
utic tn 13 muwr houses
tioh forn o thie nucleas of
) ' summer colory which grew jnto the
town o Walterboro. The first
ey ! th: town was here and
i first drug store. The
.,.Jr Fllu.'ll\\"nh the center of
f J‘;:]T'-‘;nl'cl\.d} :i 'ﬁuntil £ Y clone
- 0:1 of the trees,

3 i P i LY 1
The overall design goal for the City of Walterboro is to
preserve the integrity of its individual historic structures
and the character of its streetscape.

Adaptability

Owners also recognize that the floor plans of
historic buildings easily accommodate comfort-
able lifestyles and support a diversity of popula-
tions. Rooms are frequently large, permitting a
variety of uses while retaining the overall historic
character of each structure. Open space often
exists on a lot to accommodate an addition, if
needed.

Livability and Quality of Life

When groups of older buildings occur as a his-
toric district, they create a street scene that is
“pedestrian friendly” and encourages walking
and neighborly interaction. Mature trees, decora-
tivesidewalks and architectural features also con-
tribute to a sense of identity that is unique for the
neighborhood, an attribute that is rare and diffi-
cult to achieve in newer areas. This physical sense
of neighborhood can alsoreinforce desirable com-
munity social patterns and contribute to a sense of
security. Many residents of the historic district,
for example, note how easily they get to know
their neighbors and praise the fact that they are
recognized by others who live in the vicinity.
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Environmental Benefits

Preserving a historic structure is also sound envi-

ronmental conservation policy because “recy-

cling” saves energy and reduces the need for
producing new construction materials. Three
types of energy savings occur:

] First, no energy is consumed to demolish
the existing building and dispose of the
resulting debris.

¢ Second, energy is not used to create new
building materials, transport them and
assemble them on site.

. Finally, the “embodied” energy, that which
was used to create the original building and
its components, is preserved.

By “reusing” older materials as a historic build-
ing, pressure is also reduced to harvest new lum-
ber and other materials that also may have nega-
tive effects on the environment of other locales
where these materials are produced. Because older
buildings are often more energy efficient than
new construction, when properly used, heating
and cooling needs can be reduced as well.

Living in historic neighborhoods also helps re-
duce Walterboro’s dependence upon automo-
biles. Because these older places are in close prox-
imity to the original downtown, they provide
opportunities for many people to work close to
where they live, and because commuting dis-
tances are reduced, so are vehicle-miles traveled.
Reductions in gasoline consumed and in air pol-
lution from emissions discharged are therefore
positive results of living in historic neighbor-
hoods.

Economic Benefits

Historic resources are finite and cannot be re-
placed, making them precious commodities that
many buyers seek. Therefore, preservation adds
value to private property. Many studies across
the nation document that, where historic districts
are established, property values typically rise or
atleast are stabilized. In this sense, designation of
a historic district appears to help establish a cli-
mate for investment. Property owners within the

page 12

district know that the time and money they spend
on improving their properties will be matched
with similar efforts on surrounding lots; these
investments will not be undermined by inappro-
priate construction next door.

The condition of neighboring properties also af-
fects the value of one’s own property: people
invest in a neighborhood as much as the indi-
vidual structure itself. In historic districts where
investment is attracted, property owners recog-
nize that allbenefit from the commitments of their
neighbors. Anindication of the success of historic
preservation is that the number of designated
districts across the country has increased, due to
local support, such that an estimated 1,000,000
properties, both as individual landmarks and in
historic districts, are under local jurisdictions.

Preservation projects also contribute more to the
local economy than do new building programs
becauseeach dollar spenton a preservation project
has a higher percentage devoted to labor and to
the purchase of materials available locally. By
contrast, new construction typically has a higher
percentage of each dollar spent devoted to mate-
rials that are produced outside of the local
economy and to special construction skills that
may be imported as well. Therefore, when money
is spent on rehabilitating a building, it has a
higher “multiplier effect,” keeping more money
circulating in the local economy.

R . P — . 7
Continued investment seen throughout the districts
demonstrates the importance already placed on building
preservation in Walterboro.
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Preservation in Walterboro

Responsibility of Ownership

Ownership of an historic property carries both
the benefits described above and also a responsi-
bility to respect the historic character of the prop-
erty and its setting. This responsibility does not
automatically translate into higher construction
or maintenance costs. In the case of new construc-
tion, for example, these design guidelines focus
onwhere abuilding should belocated ona site and
what its basic scale and character should be. The
guidelines do not dictate the style of the new
building or the degree of detail that it should
have, factors which could affect building costs.
Ultimately, residents and property owners should
recognize that historic preservation is a long-
range community policy that promotes economic
well-being and overall viability of Walterboro at
large and that they play a vital role in helping to
implement that policy through careful steward-
ship of the area’s historic resources.

BAsic PRESERVATION THEORY

The Concept of Historic Significance

What makes a property historically significant?

In general, properties must be at least 50 years old

before they can be evaluated for potential historic

significance, although exceptions do exist when a

more recent property clearly has historical value.

Historic properties must have qualities that give

them significance. A property may be significant

for one or more of the following reasons:

*  Association with events that contributed to
the broad patterns of history, the lives of
significant people or the understanding of
Walterboro’s prehistory or history.

*  Construction and design associated with
distinctive characteristics of a building type,
period or construction method.

* An example of an architect’s or master
craftsman's work or an expression of
particularly high artistic values.

*  Integrity of location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling and
association that forms a district.

*  Anestablished and familiar natural setting
or visual feature of the community.

The Period of Significance

In most cases, a property is significant because it
represents or is associated with a particular pe-
riod in history. Frequently, this begins with the
construction of thebuilding and continues through
the peak of its early occupation. Building fabric
and features that date from the period of signifi-
cance typically contribute to the character of the
structure.

Historic districts also have a period of signifi-
cance. Walterboro and Hickory Valley Historic
Districts, for example, have periods of signifi-
cance which span approximately 120 years (1820-
1940). Specifically to a district, there is a more
concise “period of focus” when a majority of the
historically significant structures were built.
Throughout this period of significance, the dis-
trict has been witness to a countless number of
buildings and additions which have become inte-
gral parts of the neighborhood. Conversely, sev-
eral structures have been built or alterations have
been made after this period which are generally
considered non-contributing and may be consid-
ered for removal or replacement.

The Concept of Integrity

In addition to being from an historical period, a
property also must have integrity, in that a suffi-
cient percentage of the structure must date from
the period of significance. The majority of the
building’s structural system and materials should
date from the period of significance and its char-
acter-defining features also should remain intact.
These may include architectural details, such as
dormers and porches, ornamental brackets and
moldings and materials, as well as the overall
mass and form of the building. Itis these elements
that allow a building to be recognized as a prod-
uct of its own time.
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Gable roof
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This property retains a high degree of integrity: most of the
original features and materials survive.
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In this case, the building has lost some of its original features
and materials and integrity has been compromised.
Nonetheless, these losses are retrievable.
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A building in this condition has lost a substantial amount of
details and materials. It is no longer possible to adequately
interpret its historic character and therefore has a loss of

integrity.
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PRESERVATION PRINCIPLES

The following preservation principles should be
applied to all historic properties in Walterboro:

* Respect the historic design character of
the building.

Don’t try to change its style or make it look older
than it really is. Confusing the character by mix-
ing elements of different styles is an example of
disrespect.

* Seek uses that are compatible with the
historic character of the building.

Building uses that are closely related to the original
use are preferred. Every reasonable effort should
be made to provide a compatible use for the
building that will require minimal alteration to
the building and its site.

Although the use of a building is not a part of the
design review process covered by this document,
property owners should consider the impacts
that some changes in use would have upon their
historic properties, since this may affect design
considerations that are reviewed by the City.
Check the zoning code to determine which uses
are allowed.

Uses thatrequire the least alteration to significant
elements are preferred. In some instances,
however, a more radical change in use may be
necessary to keep the building in active service. If
in order to adapt a building to a proposed new
use, radical alteration to its significant elements
would be required, then the entire concept is
inappropriate. Experience has shown thatin most
cases designs can be developed that respect the
historic integrity of a building while also
accommodating new functions. Often, more
radical changes in use can make projects more
expensive or result in the loss of significant
features. Property owners should carefully
evaluate the cost of alteration, as adaptation for a
radical change may prove too costly or destroy
too many significant features.




Preservation in Walterboro

¢ Protectand maintain significant features
and stylistic elements.

Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled
craftsmanship should be treated with sensitivity.
The best preservation procedure is to maintain
historic features from the outset so that interven-
tionis not required. Protection includes the main-
tenance of historic material through treatments
such as rust removal, caulking, limited paint re-
moval and reapplication of paint.

* Preserve any existing original site
features or original building materials and
features.

Original site features, such as hitching posts, rock
walls, etc., should be preserved. Removing or
altering original materials and features should be
avoided and original doors, windows, porches
and other architectural features should be pre-
served.

* Repairdeteriorated historic features, and
replace only those elements that cannot be
repaired.

Existing material should be upgraded, using rec-
ognized preservation methods whenever pos-
sible. If disassembly is necessary for repair or
restoration, methods that minimize damage to
original materials and the replacement of original
configuration should be used.

PLANNING A PRESERVATION PROJECT
The first step in planning a preservation project is
to identify the significant features and materials
of the property. If these features and materials are
in good condition, then selecting an appropriate
treatment mechanism will provide for proper
preservation. Follow this sequence:

. If a feature is intact and in good condition,
maintain it as such.

*  If the feature is deteriorated or damaged,
repair it to its original condition.

. If it is not feasible to repair the feature, then
replaceit with one that is the same or similar
in character (e.g., materials, detail, finish) to
the original one. Replace only that portion
which is beyond repair.

*  Ifthefeatureis missing entirely, reconstruct
it from appropriate evidence.

. If a new feature or addition is necessary,
design it in such a way as to minimize the
impact on original features.

ESTABLISHING AN APPROACH

The first step when planning a preservation
project is to investigate the history of the prop-
erty. This may identify alterations that have oc-
curred and may help in developing an under-
standing of the significance of the building as a
whole as well as its individual components.

This historical research should be followed with
an on-site assessment of existing conditions. In
this inspection, identify those elements that are
original and those that have been altered. Also
determine the condition of individual building
components.

Finally, list the requirements for continued use of
the property. Is additional space needed? Or
should the work focus on preserving and main-
taining the existing configuration?

By combining an understanding of the history of
the building, its present condition and the need
for actions that will lead into the future, a preser-
vation approach can be developed. In doing so,
consider the terms that follow:

“

For additional information:

#»  Murtagh, William ]. Keeping Time: The History and Theory of Preservation in America. Pitfstown,

New Jersey: The Main Street Press, 1988.

#1 Brolin, Brent C. Architecture in Context: Fitting New Buildings with Old. New York: Van Nostrand

Reinhold Company, 1980.
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Adaptive Use

Converting a building to a new use that is differ-
ent from that which its design reflects is consid-
ered to be “adaptive use.” For example, convert-
ing a residential structure to offices is adaptive
use. A good adaptive use project retains the his-
toric character of the building while accommo-
dating its new functions.

Maintenance

Some work focuses on keeping a property in good
working condition by repairing features as soon
as deterioration is apparent, using procedures that
retain the original character and finish. In some
cases, preventive maintenance is executed prior
to noticeable deterioration. Such work is consid-
ered “maintenance." Property owners are strongly
encouraged to maintain their properties in good
condition so that more aggressive measures of re-
habilitation, restoration or reconstruction are not
needed.

Preservation

The act or process of applying measures to sus-
tain the existing form, integrity and material of a
building or structure, and the existing form and
vegetative cover of a site is "preservation.” It may
include initial stabilization work, where neces-
sary, as well as ongoing maintenance of the his-
toric building materials. Essentially, the property
is kept in its current good condition.

Rehabilitation

"Rehabilitation” is the process of returning a prop-
erty to a state that makes a contemporary use pos-
sible while still maintaining those features of the
property which are significant to its historic, ar-
chitectural and cultural values. Rehabilitation
may include the adaptive use of the building with
minor additions. Alterations that are made are
generally reversible, should future owners wish
to restore the building to its original design.
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Remodeling

To remake or to make over the design image of a
building is to "remodel” it. The appearance is
changed by removing original detail and by add-
ing new features that are out of character with
the original. Remodeling is inappropriate for his-
toric buildings in Walterboro.

Renovation

To "renovate" means to improve by repair or to
revive. In renovation, the usefulness and appear-
ance of the building is enhanced. The basic char-
acter and significant details are respected and pre-
served, but some sympathetic alterations may
also occur. Alterations that are made are gener-
ally reversible, should future owners wish to re-
store the building to its original design.

Restoration

To "restore” means to reproduce the appearance
of a building exactly as it looked at a particular
moment in time; to reproduce a pure style—ei-
ther interior or exterior. This process may include
the removal of earlier work or the replacement of
missing historic features. A restoration approach
is used on missing details or features of an his-
toric building when the features are determined
to be particularly significant to the character of
the structure and when the original configuration
is accurately documented.

Combining Preservation Strategies

Many successful rehabilitation projects that in-
volve historic structures in Walterboro may in-
clude a combination of preservation, restoration
and other appropriate treatments. For example,
a house may be adapted for use as a restaurant,
and in the process, missing porch brackets may
be replicated in order to restore the original ap-
pearance, while existing original dormers may be
preserved.
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Preservation in Walterboro

Historic OVERVIEW AND

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

Walterboro has a wealth of resources from which
to find information about the area's history and
development. Those property owners wishing to
better understand the context of these design
guidelines within the framework of the city's his-

tory

[ ]

should consult the following sources:
Cawley, Sherry J. The Postcard History Series:
Around Walterboro, South Carolina.1998.
Colleton Arts Guild. Backward Glances. 1976.
Colleton Arts Guild. Backward Glances,
Volume 2. 1978.
Colleton County Historical and Preservation
Society. Colleton County, South Carolina: A
Pictorial History. 1994.
Glover, Mary Beulah and Rentz, Leslie
Montgomery. Walterboro: People and Places
Before 1900. 1986.
Lowcountry Council of Governments.
Historic Resources of the Lowcountry: A
Regional Survey of Beaufort County, Colleton
County, Hampton County, and Jasper County.
1979.
Wilbur Smith & Associates and Robert E.
Marvin & Associates. Walterboro: Preservation
of a Heritage. 1979.

The following organizations would also be good
sources for historical research or to answer any

ques
[

tions about the history of Walterboro:
Colleton County Historical and Preservation
Society
South Carolina Department of Archives and
History
The Colleton County Museum
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Design Guidelines for Site Design

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR SITE DESIGN

THE WALTERBORO
HISTORIC DISTRICT

DEsIGN ELEMENTS

A variety of streetscape features, including ma-
ture trees, sidewalks, the alignment of buildings
and private landscaping, appears in the historic
districts. Walkways and planting strips are popu-
lar and define the front property line. Also, a va-
riety of plantings in the planting strip and front
lawns are seen. Each of these elements contrib-
ute to the historic character of the area. They also
add variety in scale, texture and materials to the
street scene, providing interest to pedestrians.

New site work that alters the historic character of
a block should be avoided. The use of appropri-
ate site materials is therefore a key factor in pre-
serving the historic character and the relationship
between an historic building and its context.

District Street Patterns

Historic settlement patterns seen in street plans
often contribute to the distinct character of the
historic district and therefore they should be pre-
served. These street plans influence the manner
in which primary structures are sited and they
also shape the manner in which secondary struc-
tures and landscape features may occur on a site.

Streetscape and Sidewalks

Today, a lush growth of trees defines Walterboro.
The trees create a canopy along the street and are
character-defining features of the districts. If pos-
sible, these trees should be retained; if removal
becomes necessary, the replacement trees, espe-
cially if an alternative variety, should be similar
in character to the historic types whenever fea-
sible.

The sidewalks are also historically significant el-
ements that contribute to Walterboro’s inviting
atmosphere and provide spaces for walking and
personal interaction. Both detached (i.e., those
separated from the street by a space or planting
bed) and attached (i.e., those not separated from
the street or curb) sidewalks are seen throughout
the area. Concrete is the dominant sidewalk ma-
terial.

Private Landscaping

Native and acclimated plant materials signifi-
cantly contribute to the sense of a “natural set-
ting” that is part of the heritage. Private landscap-
ing was as a means of expressing individuality in
a neighborhood. Front yards were developed as
grassy lawns, and accent plantings occurred in
plant beds or along building foundations. Al-
though diversity exists, landscaping creates con-
tinuity among buildings, especially in front yards
and along the street edge. This character should
be maintained, as it plays an important role in
establishing a context for the historic buildings.

Building Alignment and Front Yards

A front yard serves as a transitional space between
the "public” sidewalk and the "private" building
entry. In many blocks, front yards are similar in
depth, resulting in a relatively uniform alignment
of building fronts which contributes to the sense
of visual continuity. Maintaining the established
range of setbacks is therefore preferred.

Walkways, which are usually straight and lead
from the sidewalk to each house entry, often con-
tribute a sense of visual continuity in a neighbor-
hood and convey a "progression” of walking ex-
periences along the street. The progression, com-
prised of spaces between the street and the house,
begins with a walkway that leads from the side-
walk to the residence. This progression of spaces,
combined with landscape features such as fences
and walls, greatly enhances the street scene.
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Fences

Historically most properties did not have fences.
When used, these fences were simple wood picket
and metal fences, usually in front and side yards
to keep grazing animals off lawns and out of gar-
dens. They were relatively low in height and had
a "transparent” character that allowed views into
yards, providing interest to pedestrians. Solid
wood plank fences were used occasionally at the
rear of a property, but also were relatively low in
height, allowing views into the yards.

Where historic fences survive, they should be pre-
served. More frequently, however, no fence is seen
enclosing a yard. Where it is needed, a new fence
should be similar in character to those used his-
torically. In addition, fences should relate in char-
acter to the principal structure on the lot.

Site Design and Building Orientation

When considering the design features of indi-
vidual building sites, a rich palette appears in the
historic districts. The similar orientation of build-
ings to the street, the variety of landscape designs,
and the intermittent use of fences are among those
site features that contribute to the character of the
neighborhood.

Traditionally, a typical building had its primary
entrances oriented to the street. This helped es-
tablish a “pedestrian-friendly” quality, which en-
couraged walking. In most cases, similar entry
ways were evenly spaced along a block, creating
a rhythm that also contributed to the sense of vi-
sual continuity for the neighborhood. This char-
acteristic should be maintained where it exists.
Locating the entrance of a new building in aman-
ner that is similar to that seen traditionally is a
means of doing so.
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Lighting

Exterior site or building lighting was not a part
of the early tradition of building in Walterboro.
An occasional garden light was seen, but porch
lights were usually the only exterior illumination.
Although site lighting should encourage pedes-
trian activity and safety, it is also important that
the overall effect be subdued so that the night sky
is still visible. Where lights were used historically,
they were simple in character and cast a color
similar to that of daylight. They were also low in
intensity and shielded with simple shade devices.
This effect should be continued.

Service Areas and Mechanical Equipment
New technologies in heating, ventilation and tele-
communications have introduced mechanical
equipment into historic areas where it was not
seen traditionally. Satellite dishes and air condi-
tioners are among those that may now intrude
upon the visual appearance of historic districts.
Service areas, including storage areas for trash,
are also site functions not seen traditionally.
Whenever feasible, the visual impacts of such
systems should be minimized. Locating mechani-
cal equipment such that it is screened from pub-
lic view is the best approach.

Parking

The automobile was not a major part of
Walterboro's early history. Therefore, much of the
historic character derives from a way of building
in which the automobile was not a factor. The vi-
sual impacts of site features associated with the
storage of autos, including driveways, garages
and parking areas, should be minimized. On-site
parking should be subordinate to other uses and
the front yards should not appear to be parking
areas.
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PoLiCY STATEMENTS

In order to maintain these important site design
features in the Walterboro historic districts, the
following basic policies should be used. These
policies serve as the foundation for all related
design guidelines and supporting information. In
cases where special conditions of a specific project
are such that the detailed design guidelines do
not appear to address the situation, these general
policy statements will serve as the basis for de-
termining the appropriateness of proposed work.

1.

Maintain the lush character of the
streetscape and the neighborhood.

Maintain the traditional character
and use of private landscaping.

Maintain the alignment and spac-
ing patterns of buildings along a
block.

Maintain the traditional character
of a front yard.

If it is to be used, a fence should be
in character with those seen tradi-
tionally. However, using no fence
at all is often the best approach.

Orient the front of a building to the
street.

Minimize the visual impacts of site
and building lighting.

8. Service areas and mechanical

equipment should not be visually
obtrusive to a site.

Minimize the visual appearance of
parking areas.

Following are design guidelines to implement
these policy statements.
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1 Maintain the lush character of the streetscape and the

neighborhood.

portant

The established stre;t-scape is one of the most im
aspects of the historic districts.

curb, depending upon the character of existing sidewalks
that are being extended.
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The established streetscapes are some of the most
important aspects of the historic districts. These
include a rich collection of varying street widths,
sidewalks and street trees.

1.1 Preservethecharacterof thestreetscape.

¢  Existingplantings thatare in good condition
should be maintained. If removal of a tree is
necessary, replanting with a species that is
similar in character to that used historically
should be considered.

*  Anexceptionis when the original tree species
is one that has proven to be undesirable
because it creates maintenance problems
due to pests or disease. In such cases, an
alternative variety should be considered.

1.2 Preserve historically significant

sidewalks.

¢  Thealignmentwithother original sidewalks
and the street is of primary importance.

*  Replace only those portions that are
deteriorated beyond repair. Any
replacement materials should match the
original in color, texture, size and finish.

1.3 Whennewsidewalksare tobeinstalled,

they should be compatible with the historic

character of the streetscape.

¢  Detached sidewalks are preferred.

*  Attached sidewalks are acceptable.

* In either case, the sidewalks should be
compatible with the character of existing
sidewalks that are being extended.

1.4 Maintain the character of planting

strips, where they exist.

*  Planted turf is preferred. Avoid replacing
plant materials with hard surfaces.

¢  Edging materials, such as rocks or wood
timbers, are inappropriate.

*  Parkingintheplantingstripisinappropriatc.
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2 Maintain the traditional character and use of private

landscaping.

Traditionally, front yards in the neighborhood
were developed as lawns. Accent plantings oc-
curred in plant beds that typically were located
at the building foundation or in isolated plant
beds.

2.1 Maintain established and mature
landscaping on site, even when construction
is not involved.

*  Avoidremoving mature, character-defining
landscaping, unless damaged, aged or
diseased beyond preservation. (See also City
of Walterboro Ordinance #1993-01, an
Ordinance to Protect Trees.)

. Protect established vegetation during
construction to avoid damage. Replace
damaged, aged or diseased trees.

. If trees must be removed, replace them with
species of a large enough scale to have a
visualimpactin the early years of the project.

*  Clear-cutting a site for new construction is
not appropriate.

22 Preserve historically significant

planting designs.

*  Retaining historic planting beds, landscape
features and walkways is encouraged.

2.3 Usetrees, plants, flowers and shrubbery
that are well adapted to the South Carolina
Lowcountry climate.

. While a wide variety of plants can grow in
Walterboro, those that are already adapted
are preferred.

*  Atthesame time, landscaping that conveys
the scale and texture of plantings used
traditionally is encouraged.

¢ Select plants and trees according to their
mature size, to allow for the long-term
impact of mature growth.

2ok

Sipar

Maintain establzsh.e:ihar;d mature la
when construction is not involved.

ndscaping on site, even
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3 Maintain the line of building fronts and spacing pat-

terns on a block.

Inareas where building setbacks are uniform, a new building
should be placed in general alignment with its neighbors.

Maintain the line of building fronts and spacing patterns on
a block.
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A front yard serves as a transitional space between
the "public” sidewalk and the "private” building.
In many blocks, front yards are similar in depth,
resulting in a relatively uniform alignment of
building fronts that contributes to a sense of vi-
sual continuity.

3.1 Preserve an historic structure in its
original location on a site.
. This includes setbacks and orientation.

3.2 Locateanew building within the range

of yard dimensions seen along a block.

¢  Theseinclude frontyard, side yard and rear
yard setbacks.

¢  In some areas setbacks vary, but generally
fall within an established range. A greater
variety in setbacks is inappropriate in this
context.

3.3 Maintain the rhythm established by
uniformly spaced side yards.
*  Side yard setbacks visible from the public

right-of-way should appear similar to others
in the block.

3.4 Pursuant to Article XI, Section 21-239

of the City of Walterboro Zoning Ordinance:

*  "The setback requirements of this chapter
[of the ordinance] shall not apply to any lot
where the average setback, of already built-
upon lots...within one-hundred (100) feet
on each side of such lot...and from the same
street as such lot, is less than the minimum
required setback. In such cases, the setback
of such a lot may be less than the required
setback but not less than the average of the
existing setbacks on the developed lots.
However, in no case shall setbacks be less
than fifteen (15) feet."

| ourma | o | | i |
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4 Maintain the traditional character of a front yard.

Buildings that are typically set back a similar dis-
tance from the street edge help to define front
yards. Grass lawns enhance the pedestrian envi-
ronment and contribute to the character of the
neighborhood, and are therefore recommended.

4.1 Use a grass lawn in the front yard.

*  The front yard should be similar in depth to
neighboring houses.

*  Minimizetheamountofhard surface paving
for driveways or patios.

¢  Donotuserockand gravelin a front yard. If
used, it should only occur as an accent
element.

4.2 Maintain the established progression
of public to private spaces in new
construction.

*  This includes a sequence of experiences,
beginning with the "public” sidewalk,
proceeding along a "semi-public” walkway,
to a "semi-private” porch or entry feature
and ending in the "private" spaces beyond.

* Providing a walkway that runs
perpendicular from the street to the front
entry is preferred.

¢ A walkway should be similar to those seen
traditionally.

s —
Use a grass lawn in the front yard. Minimize the amount of
hard surface paving for patios, terraces or drives in front
yards.

Maintain the established progression of public to private
spaces when considering a rehabilitation project.

Use a grass wn in tont yard. Also provide a walkway
running perpendicular from the street to the front entry.
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5 If it is to be used, a fence should be in character with
those seen traditionally. However, using no fence at all is

often the best approach.

Preserve orzgmal fences Replace only thoseportwns that are
deteriorated beyond repair.

A painted wood picket fencezsanappropnate replacement in
most locations. Although the design of this fence is appropriate
it has not yet been painted.

Chain link, plastic and solid “stockadc” fence«; are not
appropriate.
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Using fences in front yards is not a strong tradi-
tion in the neighborhood. If used, low, wood or
wire fences were typical.

5.1

[

5.2

Preserve original fences.

Replace only those portions that are
deteriorated beyond repair.

A new or replacement fence should be

in character with those seen historically.

A fence that defines a front yard is usually
low to the ground (less than 40 inches) and
"transparent” in nature.

A painted wood picket fence is a preferred
replacement in most locations. A simple
wire or metal fence, similar to traditional
"twisted wire," also may be considered.
Contemporary interpretations of traditional
fences should be compatible with the historic
context.

Chain link, plastic and solid "stockade"
fences are not appropriate. These materials
may be considered in back yards and along
alleys, away from public view.

Note that using no fencing at all is often the
best approach.

A fmce that d defmes a front yard is usualh/ low to the ground
(less than 40 inches) and "transparent” in nature.
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5.3 A side yard fence should also have a
"transparent"” quality.

Side yard fences are usually taller than their
front yard counterparts. They are usually
less transparent as well. A side yard fence
may be taller than their front yard
counterparts, but the taller portion should
be located behind the primary facade of the
house. It should incorporate transparent
elements to minimize the possible visual
impacts.

Consider staggering the fence boards on
either side of the fence rail. This will give the
appearance of asolid plank fence when seen
head on.

Also consider using lattice, or other
transparent detailing, on the upper portions
of the fence.

A szde yard fence may be taller than their front yard
counterparts, but the taller portion should be located behind
the primary facade of the house.

Although a solid "stockade” fence is not apprapnate in front
yards, one may be considered in a side yard.

6 Orient the front of a building to the street.

Traditionally, the primary entry of each building
faced the street and was sheltered by a one-story
porch. This helped to establish a sense of scale
and to "animate" the neighborhood. 1t is a char-
acteristic that should be maintained.

6.1 Orient the primary entrance of a
structure to the street.

Orienting a building parallel to the lot lines
is preferred, thereby maintaining the
traditional grid pattern of the block.

A prominent entry will contribute to the
"pedestrian-friendly" character of the street.
If a secondary entry is to be located on a side
elevation, consider placing it in a location
that will not affect the privacy of adjacent
properties.

Orient thr pnmarl/ entrance of a structurc to thr strect. The
building should be oriented parallel to the lot lines,
maintaining the traditional grid pattern of the block.
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Clearly define the primary entrance by using a front porch.

> i;.r- " w“l‘ s » .I! '.-*".T'., T

Porches should be similar in size and shape to those seen
traditionally.
Inappropriate

When altering a building or when constructing a new
primary structure, the primary entrance should face the
strect.
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6.2 Clearly define the primary entrance by

using a front porch.

. The porch should be "functional," in that itis
used as a means of access to the entry.

*  Porches should be similar in size and shape
to those seen traditionally.

*  While the porch serves as a transition area
from the street to the house, it is also an
essential element of the streetscape: it
provides human scale to the house; it offers
interest to pedestrians; and it is a place for
personal interaction.

6.3 A front porch should be open to the air.

e  Ifaporch is enclosed, use screening.
Enclosing with glass may also be acceptable.

¢ Ifthe porchis enclosed, it should read as an
"open" element. Do not use a solid material.

6.4 Porch supports should be substantial

enough in size to avoid appearing as though

the porch roof is floating above the entry.

¢  Brick piers with wood columns or wood
porch supports are preferred for new
construction.

sy
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7 Minimize the visual impacts of site and building light-

ing.

Lighting affects the manner in which neighbor-
hood resources are interpreted at night, as well
as personal safety. It is therefore a design feature
that is very important in site planning; the ap-
proach to a lighting scheme should consider light
intensity, spill-over onto adjacent properties and
fixture design—while maintaining a safe environ-
ment for area residents.

7.1 Exterior lights should be simple in

character and similar to those used

traditionally.

¢  Thedesign ofafixtureshould beappropriate
to the building in terms of style, scale and
intensity of illumination.

¢  Lights that cast a color similar to that of
daylight are preferred. Fluorescent lights
should not be used.

7.2 Minimize the visual impacts of site

and architectural lighting,.

*  Prevent glare onto adjacent properties by
using shielded and focused light sources
that direct light onto the ground. The use of
downlights, with the bulb fully enclosed
within the shade, or step lights that direct
light only onto walkways, is strongly
encouraged.

¢  Unshielded, high intensity light sourcesand
those that direct light upward are
inappropriate.

¢  Lighting should be carefully located so as
not to shine into residential living space, on
or off the property or into public rights-of-
way.

®*  Avoid placing lights in highly visible
locations, such as on the upper walls of
buildings.

*  Avoid duplicating fixtures. For example, do
not use two fixtures that light the same area.

N \/‘_,

S
. e P— low, walkway lampe

- i

Exterior lights should be simple in character.
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8 Minimize the visual impacts of service areas and me-

chanical equipment.
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Screen mechanical equt from Scree_nmg:o-t;z‘c_l
mounted units with fences or hedges.

Use smaller satellite dishes and mount them low to the
ground away from building fronts or highly visible roof
planes.
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Whenever feasible, the visual impacts of service
areas and mechanical equipment should be mini-
mized such that the historic character of the area
or building is not negatively affected.

8.1 Minimize the visual impacts of trash

storage areas.

*  Trashareas,includinglarge waste containers
(dumpsters) should be screened from view
of major pedestrian routes, using a fence or
hedge. For a larger storage facility, consider
using a shed to enclose it.

¢  Consider combiningservice areas with other
properties.

*  Locating service areas away from major
pedestrian routes (typically in the rear) is
preferred.

¢  Consider placing gates on a trash storage
area to further diminish its visual impact.

8.2 Minimize the visual impacts of
mechanical equipment, as seen from the
street.

¢  Locatingmechanical equipmentoutof view,
whenever feasible, is preferred.

*  Screen mechanical equipment from view.
Screen ground-mounted units with fences
or hedges.

*  Usesmallersatellite dishes and mount them
low tothe ground, away frombuilding fronts
or highly visible roof planes. If a satellite
dish must be located on or near the front of
a structure, paint it to match the structure.

¢  Donotlocate window air conditioning units
on a building front.

* Do not locate new meters on a building
front.

ey
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9 Minimize the visual impacts of parking.

In order to enhance the pedestrian orientation of
the neighborhoods, the visual impacts of cars
should be minimized. Traditionally, most park-
ing was in a driveway to the side of a house, in a
detached garage at the rear of a lot or under an
attached carport (porte cochére). However, resi-
dents have also used their front lawns as park-
ing areas. This practice is discouraged since it
damages landscaping materials and disrupts the
traditional characteristic of the front lawn.

In some instances, institutions in the district may
seek to increase the amount of parking for their
facilities. Since institutions, such as churches,
serve as neighborhood anchors and are impor-
tant to the long-term viability of the neighbor-
hood, parking plans developed by these institu-
tions should not visually detract from the appear-
ance of the neighborhood.

9.1 A garage should be located to the rear

of a lot and detached from the primary

structure.

* A driveway that leads straight from the
street to the garage is preferred.

¢  Considersharingasingledriveand curbcut
where multiple driveways are needed.

¢  Consider using paving materials that will
distinguish the driveway from the street.
Concrete strips, modular pavers and
"grasscrete” are some examples.

*  Using large areas of paving is discouraged.

9.2 Where a garage must be "attached" to

the main structure, locate it behind the

pnmary facade line.
Locate the garage at least 10 feet behind the
primary facade line of the main structure.

*  Garages and garage doors should not be
visually overpowering to the main structure.
A garage door should be wide enough for a
single auto to pass through. Where more
than one auto is to be stored, consider using
more than one garage door.

Parkmg ina front lawn is dzscouraged since it damages
landscaping materials and disrupts the traditional
characteristic of the front laun.

Ag garage should be located to the rear of a lot and detached
from the primary structure.

Consider using pavmg matmalc that wzll distinguish the
driveway from the street. Concrete strips, modular pavers
and "grasscrete” are some examples.

page 33



Design Guidelines for Walterboro

An attached car po“rat; or porte coc
an alternative to a garage.
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9.3 An attached carport or porte cochere
may be considered as an alternative to a
garage.

Several historic residences incorporated a
porte cochére into their designs. However,
their successful use is typically associated
with the architectural style.

Where a porte cocheére is to be included in a
new residence, it should work well with the
overall design of the structure and not be
visually distracting.

94 Where more parking is needed,
consider providing shared parking on the
interior portion of a block.

Minimize the number of curb cuts when
providing access. Creating a new alley may
be an acceptable approach for access.

The demolition of structures to provide
parking is not appropriate.
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THE HICKORY VALLEY
HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Hickory Valley Historic District is a unique
neighborhood within the City of Walterboro. As
such, these design guidelines acknowledge that
proposed projects here deserve special consider-
ation. Although the guidelines for the rehabilita-
tion of an historic structure, additions, accessory
structures and new construction do apply in this
area, the City recognizes the special circumstances
and provides the following design guidelines to
be considered in addition to the rest of this docu-
ment. These are not "extra" design guidelines, but
rather they address the unique character of
Hickory Valley and should be used instead of
some guidelines elsewhere in the document.
Therefore, the determination of the applicability
of these guidelines versus those found in the rest
of the document will be done on a case-by-case
basis.

For example, earlier in this chapter, under design
guideline 3.2, an applicant is asked to "locate a
new building within the range of yard dimensions
seen along a block." Since the traditional grid pat-
tern does not exist in Hickory Valley, this guide-
line would not be applicable. Rather, an applicant
should follow those presented in this section.
Property owners within Hickory Valley are en-
couraged to check with the City before beginning
a project for help in determining which design
guidelines will apply to a proposed project.

PoLICY STATEMENT

In order to maintain the unique character of
Hickory Valley, the following basic policy should
be used. This policy serves as the foundation for
all related design guidelines and supporting in-
formation. In cases where special conditions of a
specific project are such that the detailed design
guidelines do not appear to address the situation,
this general policy statement will serve as the ba-
sis for determining the appropriateness of pro-
posed work.

10. Maintain the forest character of
Hickory Valley as seen from the
road.
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1 0 Maintain the forest character of Hickory Valley as

seen from the road.

— e E

A new building should be set back amongst the tre,
virtually not visible from the road edge.

g f-:;;,. ' ..__: S s .
In areas where there is inadequate vegetation to screen a
structure from view, low lying fences or hedges and new
trees should be used.
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The forested character of Hickory Valley is of great
importance to the City of Walterboro. All efforts
should be made to maintain this character. Where
a tree "appears” to be in the way of construction
consider working around it to minimize the loss
of vegetation.

10.1 Preserve an historic structure in its

original location on a site.

*  Whereadditional spaceisrequired, consider
an addition that does not involve
deforestation.

®  Seealso the design guidelines for Additions and
Accessory Structures.

10.2 Locate a new building back from the

road edge.

*  Anew building should be set back amongst
the trees, virtually not visible from the road
edge.

*  Part of the tradition of this area is only
getting glimpses of buildings through the
forest. This should be continued.

®* A new building should be planned to fit
within the existing trees. While the loss of
some trees may occur, this should be

inimized.

10.3 Provide a landscape buffer between a

house and the road edge.

*  Inareaswherethereisinadequate vegetation
to screen a structure from view, low lying
fences or hedges and new trees should be
used.

E';w ,! !w, A g
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[ 10.4 Minimize the impact a driveway has

on the forest character of Hickory Valley.

* A driveway should not be cut straight
through the forest to a residence. Rather, a
driveway should meander through the trees,
literally "finding" its way to the house.

. Porous materials, such as gravel, should be
used for a driveway. Curb and gutter
systems should not be a part of driveway
construction.

¢ The entry for a driveway, as seen from the
road, should be modest, orbarely noticeable.

| Lcidpin]

10.5 Maintain the "soft" road edge.

* A soft shoulder should be maintained on
the road around Hickory Valley.

¢  Curb and gutter systems should not be
added to this roadway.

A driveway should not be cut straight through the forest’ to
aresidence. Rather, a driveway should meander through the
trees, literally "finding” its way to the house.

s Y ove P A

P SRR
Maintain the "soft” road edgc.
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Gmdeli_n_;cs for Architectural Details

DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR THE REHABILITATION OF

HISTORIC STRUCTURES

This chapter includes design guidelines for the
following major design topics:

¢ Architectural details

* Historic building materials

¢ Individual building features

ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS

BACKGROUND

Architectural details play several roles in defin-
ing the character of a historic structure: they add
visual interest, distinguish certain building styles
and types, and often showcase superior crafts-
manship and architectural design. Features such
as window hoods, brackets and columns exhibit
materials and finishes often associated with par-
ticular styles and therefore their preservation is
important.

Treatment of Architectural Details

Preserving original architectural details is criti-
cal to the integrity of a building, and its context.
Where replacement of an architectural detail is
required, only remove those portions that are de-
teriorated beyond repair. Even if an architectural
detail is replaced with an exact copy of the origi-
nal detail, the integrity of the building as a his-
toric resource is diminished; therefore preserva-
tion of the original material is preferred.

Materials for Replacement Details

Using a material that matches materials employed
historically is always the best approach. However,
a substitute material may be considered for a de-
tail when it appears similar in composition, de-
sign, color and texture to the original.

In the past, substitute materials were employed
as cheaper, quicker methods of producing archi-
tectural features. Many of these historic "substi-
tutes” are now referred to as traditional materi-
als. Just as these historic substitutes offered ad-

Preserving original architectural details is critical to the
integrity of the building, and its context.

vantages over their predecessors, many new ma-
terials today hold promise. However, these sub-
stitute materials should not be used extensively,
but only when it is absolutely necessary to replace
original materials with stronger, more durable
substitutes. In Preservation Bricf 16, entitled The
Use of Substitute Material, the National Park Ser-
vice comments that "some preservationists advo-
cate that substitute materials should be avoided
in all but limited cases. The fact is, however, that
substitute materials are being used more fre-
quently than ever. They can be cost-effective, can
permit the accurate visual duplication of historic
materials, and last a reasonable time."
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Substitute materials may be considered when the
original is not easily available, where the origi-
nal is known to be susceptible to decay or where
maintenance may be difficult (such as on a church
spire).

Another factor that may determine the appropri-
ateness of using substitute materials for an archi-
tectural detail is its location and degree of expo-
sure. For example, lighter weight materials may
be inappropriate for an architectural detail that
would be exposed to intense wear. In this case, it
may be wise to avoid using a fiberglass column
on a front porch where it may be accidentally
damaged. Conversely, the use of fiberglass to re-
produce a cornice on a second story may be suc-
cessful.

PoLICY STATEMENTS

In order to maintain these important architectural
details in the Walterboro and Hickory Valley His-
toric Districts, the following basic policies should
be used. These policies serve as the foundation
for all related design guidelines and supporting
information. In cases where special conditions of
a specific project are such that the detailed de-
sign guidelines do not appear to address the situ-
ation, these general policy statements will serve
as the basis for determining the appropriateness
of proposed work.

11. Original architectural details
should be preserved in place when-
ever feasible.

12. Deteriorated architectural details
should be repaired rather than re-
placed, whenever possible.

13. Original architectural details that
have deteriorated beyond repair
should be replaced in kind.

Following are the design guidelines to implement
these policies.
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finishes associated with particular styles; therefore, their
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1 1 Original architectural details should be preserved in

place whenever feasible.

Architectural details—including their scale, tex-
ture and finish-—contribute significantly to the
character of a structure. Porches, turned columns
and brackets, wood siding, chimneys, founda-
tions, porch supports and window and door sur-
rounds are examples of architectural details that
should not be removed or altered. The best way
to preserve many of these features is through well-
planned maintenance. Wood surfaces should be
protected with a good application of paint.

11.1 Avoid removing or altering any

significant architectural detail.

*  Porches, turned columns, brackets and
jigsaw ornaments, if historic, are examples
of architectural features that should not be
removed or altered. Other significant
features include the building's overall form,
its roof form and its structure.

* Do not remove or alter architectural details
that are in good condition or that can be
repaired in place.

11.2 Avoid adding elements or details that

were not part of the original building.

* For example, details such as decorative
millwork or shingles should not be added to
building if they were not an original feature
of that structure.

11.3 Protect and maintain significant

stylistic elements.

*  Distinctive stylistic features and examples
of skilled craftsmanship should be treated
with sensitivity.

*  The best preservation procedure is to
maintain historic features from the outset so
that intervention is not required.

*  Employ treatments such as rust removal,
caulking, limited paint removal and
reapplication of paint.

s i "-—---...._,"__“_' \
— S g sz o

Distinctive stylistic features or examples of skilled
craftsmanship should be treated with sensitivity.

Porches, turned columns, brackets and jigsaw ornaments
are examples of architectural features which should not be
removed or altered.

page 43



Design Guidelines for Walterboro
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All wood surfaces should be painted.

11.4 All wood surfaces should be painted.

*  ltisacommonmisconception that pressure-
treated lumber does not need to be painted.
Rather, it will weather much better if it is
painted.

¢  Prior to painting, remove damaged or
deteriorated paint using the gentlest method.
Prior to painting, prime the surface.

¢ Usecompatible paints. Also useacompatible
undercoat that will create a good bond for
new paint layers.

1 2 Deteriorated architectural details should be repaired
rather than replaced, whenever possible.

Repair only those materials or features that are deteriorated.
(Above photo is the "before” condition of the lower image.)
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In some cases, original architectural details may
be deteriorated. Horizontal surfaces such as chim-
neys and sills are likely to show the most deterio-
ration because they are more exposed to weather
and will hold water for longer periods. When de-
terioration occurs, repair the material and any
other related problems.

It is also important to recognize that all details
weather over time and that a scarred finish does
not represent an inferior material, but simply re-
flects the age of the building. Therefore, preserv-
ing original materials and features that show signs
of wear is preferred to replacing them.

12.1 Repaironly those materials or features

that are deteriorated.

*  Patch, piece-in, splice, consolidate or
otherwise upgrade existing materials, using
recognized preservation methods.

¢ Isolated areas of damage may be stabilized
or fixed using consolidants. Epoxies and
resins may be considered for wood repair.
Also, special masonry repair components
may be used.

¢  Removing damaged materials or features
that can be repaired is not appropriate.

 seconnas. | vy o
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ral Details

12.2 When disassembly of an historic
element is necessary for its restoration, use
methods that minimize damage to the
original materials.

When disassembly of an historic feature is
required in a restoration procedure,
document its location so it may be
repositioned accurately. Always devise
methods of replacing the disassembled
materials in their original configuration.

12.3 Use approved technical procedures for
cleaning, refinishing and repairing
architectural details.

When choosing preservation treatments, use
the gentlest means possible that will achieve
the desired results.

Employ treatments such as rust removal,
caulking, limited paint removal and
reapplication of paint.

12.4 Minimize intervention with historic
elements.

Maintain character-defining features. Then,
repair only those features that are
deteriorated. Finally, replace only those
features that are beyond repair.

Patch, piece-in, splice, consolidate or
otherwise upgrade the existing materials,
using recognized preservation methods.
Protect materials and features that are
adjacent to the area being worked on.

When disassembly of an historic feature is required in a

restoration procedure, document its location so t

hat it may

be repositioned accurately.
i
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Use approved technical procedures for cleaning, refinishing
and repairing historic materials. Harsh cleaning methods,
such as sandblasting, can damage the historic materials and
change their appearance. Such procedures are inappropriate.
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1 3 Original architectural details that have deteriorated
beyond repair should be replaced in kind.

Wherereplacement of a detail is required, one should remove
only those portions that are deteriorated beyond repair.

page 46

While restoration of the original material or fea-
ture is the preferred alternative, in some situa-
tions a portion of the original building material
may be beyond repair. Replacement should oc-
cur only if the existing historic material cannot
be reasonably repaired. In the event replacement
is necessary, the new material should match that
being replaced in design, color, texture and other
visual qualities.

It is important, however, that the use of replace-
ment materials be minimized, because the origi-
nal materials contribute to the authenticity of the
property as an historic resource. Even when the
replacement material exactly matches the origi-
nal, the integrity of an historic building is com-
promised when material is extensively removed.
Extensive replacement results in the loss of his-
toric integrity. Original material is physical evi-
dence of labor and craftsmanship of an earlier
time and this is lost when it is replaced.

13.1 Removeonlythatwhichisdeteriorated

and must be replaced.

*  Replaceonly those portions that are beyond
repair.

*  Matchtheoriginalincomposition, scaleand
finish when replacing materials or features.

*  If the original was wood clapboard siding,
for example, then the replacement material
should be wood. That should match the
original in size, the amount of materials
exposed, and finish (e.g., traditionally a
smooth finish that was then painted). The
amount of exposed lap should match as
well.
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13.2 Replace missing original details in

kind.

*  Usethesamekind of material as the original.

¢ If substitute materials must be used, then
they must convey the visual appearance of
the original materials in design, scale,
proportion, finish and appearance.

13.3 Repair or replacement of missing or

deteriorated details should be based on

original features.

*  The design should be substantiated by
physical or pictorial evidence to avoid

creating a misrepresentation of the
building’s heritage.

13.4 When reconstruction of an element is

impossible, developing a compatible new

design that is a simplified interpretation of
the original is appropriate.

* This is appropriate when inadequate
information exists to allow for an accurate
reconstruction of missing features.

* The new element should relate to
comparable features in general size, shape,
scale and finish.

*  Use materials similar to those that were
used historically.

13.5 Conjectural "historic" designs for
replacement parts that cannot be
substantiated by written, physical or
pictorial evidence are inappropriate.

*  For primary residential structures, details
may be copied from similar houses within
the neighborhood, when there is evidence
that a similar element once existed. For
example, where "scars” on the exterior siding
suggest the location of decorative brackets
but no photographs exist of their design,
then designs for historic brackets on historic
houses that are clearly similar in character
may be used as a model. This is not to be
interpreted to mean that adding exuberant
amounts of highly decorative trim would be
appropriate.

EMdeﬁnis _for Architectural Details

Repair or“replacement of missing or deteriorated details
should be based on original features. Here the missing
bracket could easily be based on an existing, original bracket.
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HISTORIC BUILDING MATERIALS

BACKGROUND

This section addresses the treatment of primary
historic building materials—those that compose
the dominant exterior surfaces of historic build-
ings. The treatment of materials used for archi-
tectural trim is addressed in a separate section.

Wood siding was the typical primary building
material. It occurred in a variety of forms but
painted, horizontal clapboard was the most popu-
lar. A variety of lap profiles were used. Brick—
used for chimneys, porch supports, foundations
and some newer structures—was also seen in the
historic districts. In each case, the distinct char-
acteristics of the building material, including the
scale of the material unit, its texture and finish,
contribute to the historic character of a building.

The best way to preserve historic building mate-
rials is through well-planned maintenance. Wood
surfaces should be protected with a good appli-
cation of paint. In some cases, historic building
materials may be deteriorated. When deteriora-
tion occurs, repairing the material rather than re-
placing it is preferred. Frequently, damaged ma-
terials can be patched or consolidated using spe-
cial bonding agents.

In other situations, however, some portion of the
material may be beyond repair. In such cases, con-
sider replacement. The new material should
match the original in appearance. If wood siding
had been used historically, for example, the re-
placement also should be wood. In the case of
primary materials, replacement in kind is rela-
tively easy because these materials are readily
available and are of high quality.

It isimportant, however, that the extent of replace-
ment materials be minimized, because the origi-
nal materials contribute to the authenticity of the
property as an historic resource. Even when the
replacement material exactly matches that of the
original, the integrity of an historic building is to
some extent compromised when extensive
amounts are removed. This is because the origi-
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Brick

Typical siding materials in Walterboro.

nal material exhibits a record of the labor and
craftsmanship of an earlier time and this is lost
when it is replaced.

It is also important to recognize that all materials
weather over time and that a scarred finish does
not represent an inferior material, but simply re-
flects the age of the building. Preserving original
materials that show signs of wear is therefore pre-
ferred to their replacement. When deterioration
occurs, however, it is not only good to repair the
deteriorated material, but also to find the source
of the deterioration and fix it. For example, where
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wood siding is showing signs of deterioration due
to moisture check the roof and gutter system for
problem areas.

Rather than replace siding, some property own-
ers consider covering the original building mate-
rial. Aluminum and vinyl are examples of mate-
rials that are often discussed. Using any material,
either synthetic or conventional, to cover historic
materials is inappropriate. Doing so would ob-
scure the original character and change the di-
mensions of walls, which are particularly notice-
able around door and window openings. The ex-
tra layer may in fact cause additional decay, both
by its method of attachment and because it may
trap moisture inside the historic wall. For similar
reasons, if original wall materials are presently
covered with a more recent siding, remove the
outer layer and restore the original. When dam-
aged, these materials also can be more difficult to

repaint, repair or replace.

PoLICY STATEMENTS

In order to maintain original building materials
in the Walterboro historic districts, the following
basic policies should be used. These policies serve
as the foundation for all related design guidelines
and supporting information. In cases where spe-
cial conditions of a specific project are such that
the detailed design guidelines do not appear to
address the situation, these general policy state-
ments will serve as the basis for determining the
appropriateness of proposed work.

14. Original building materials should
be preserved in place, whenever
feasible.

15. Deteriorated building materials
should be repaired rather than re-
placed, whenever possible.

16. Original building materials that
have deteriorated beyond repair
should be replaced in kind.

e

For additional information:

#  Grimmer, AnneE. Preservation Brief6: Dangers of Abrasive Cleaning to Historic Buildings. Washington,
DC: Technical Preservation Services Division, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the

Interior.

#1 Myers, John H., revised by Gary L. Hume. Preservation Brief 8: Aluminum and Vinyl Siding on
Historic  Buildings—The Appropriateness of Substitutc Materials for Resurfacing Historic Wood Frame
Buildings. Washington, DC: Technical Preservation Services Division, National Park Service, U.S.

Department of the Interior, 1984.

#» Park, Sharon C. Preservation Brief 16: The Use of Substitute Materials on Historic Building Exteriors.
Washington, DC: Technical Preservation Services Division, National Park Service, U.S.

Department of the Interior.

#r Weeks, Kay D. and David W. Look. Preservation Bricf 10: Exterior Paint Problems on Historic
Woodwork. Washington, DC: Technical Preservation Services Division, National Park Service,

U.S. Department of the Interior, 1982.
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Decorative wood siding should be preserved.
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17. The use of synthetic siding materi-
als to cover original building ma-
terials or features is not appropri-
ate.

18. Original wood siding should be
maintained with a protective coat-
ing of paint.

19. Masonry construction should be
preserved in its original condition.

20. Roof materials should be used in a
manner similar to that seen his-
torically and chosen based on their
compatible appearance with a
structure.

Following are design guidelines to implement
these policy statements.
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1 4 Original building materials should be preserved in
place, whenever feasible.

i Building materials—including their scale, texture
and finish——contribute significantly to the char-
acter of a structure. The best way to preserve
many of these features is through well-planned
maintenance. Wood surfaces should be protected
with a good application of paint.

14.1 Preserve original building materials.

*  Avoid removing materials that are in good
condition or that can be repaired in place.

* Remove only those materials that are
deteriorated and must be replaced.

¢  Features that define the overall historic
character, suchaswalls, cornices, pediments,
stepsand foundations, should be preserved.

¢  Avoid rebuilding a major portion of an
exterior wall that could be repaired.
Reconstruction may result in abuilding that
is no longer historic.

¢ Ifportions of wood siding mustbe replaced,
be sure to match the style and lap dimensions
of the original.
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1 5 Deteriorated building materials should be repaired
rather than replaced, whenever possible.

Repair deteriorated primary building materials by patching,
piecing-in, consolidating or otherwise reinforcing the
material. Avoid the removal of damaged materials that can
be repaired.
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In some cases, original building materials may
be deteriorated. When deterioration occurs, re-
pair the material and any other related problems.
It is also important to recognize that all materials
weather over time and that a scarred finish does
not represent an inferior material, but simply re-
flects the age of the building. Therefore, preserv-
ing original materials that show signs of wear is
preferred to replacing them.

15.1 Repair deteriorated primary building
materials by patching, piecing-in,
consolidating or otherwise reinforcing the
materials.

*  Avoid the removal of damaged materials
that can be repaired.

*  Isolated areas of damage may be stabilized
or fixed, using consolidants. Epoxies and
resins may be considered for wood repair.
Also, special masonry repair components
may be used.

15.2 Usethe gentlestmeans possibletoclean

a structure.

*  Perform a test patch to determine that the
cleaning method will cause no damage to
the material's surface. Many procedures can
actually have an unanticipated negative
effect upon building materials and result in
accelerated deterioration or a loss of
character.

*  If cleaning is appropriate, a low-pressure
water wash is preferred. Chemical cleaning
may be considered if a test patch is first
reviewed and negative effects are not found.

®  Cleanmasonryonly whennecessary toarrest
deterioration (but not for cosmetic reasons).
Low-pressure waterand detergentcleaning,
using bristle brushes, is encouraged.

o




15.3 Usetechnical procedures thatpreserve,
clean, refinish or repair historic materials
and finishes.

¢ Abrasive methods such as sandblasting are
not appropriate, as they permanently erode
building materials and finishes and
accelerate deterioration.

*  Afirmexperienced in the cleaning of historic
buildings should be hired to advise on the
best, lowest impact method of cleaning that
is appropriate for a project.

*  Property owners also should note that an
early paintlayer may belead-based, in which
case, special procedures are required for its
treatment.

¢  Ifsiding materials thatcontain asbestos were
used to cover original materials, it is highly
recommended that they be removed. (Please
note that asbestos is a hazardous material and
may require removal by a qualified contractor.)

Guidelines for Building Materials
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Use the gentlest means possible to clean the surface of a
structure. Harsh cleaning methods, such as sandblasting,
candamage the historic materials, changing their appearance.
Such procedures are inappropriatc.

1 6 Original building materials that have deteriorated be-
yond repair should be replaced in kind.

While restoration of the original material or fea-
ture is the preferred alternative, in some situa-
tions, a portion of the original building material
may be beyond repair. Replacement should oc-
cur only if the existing historic material cannot
be reasonably repaired. In the event replacement
is necessary, the new material should match that
being replaced in design, color, texture and other
visual qualities.

It is important, however, that replacement mate-
rials be minimized, because the original materi-
als contribute to the authenticity of the property
as a historic resource. Even when the replacement
material exactly matches that of the original, the
integrity of a historic building is compromised
when material is extensively removed. Extensive
replacement results in the loss of historic integ-
rity. Original material is physical evidence of la-
bor and craftsmanship of an earlier time and this
is lost when it is replaced.
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Match the original material in composition, scale and finish
when replacing materials on primary surfaces. I theoriginal
material is wood clapboard, for example, then the replacement
material should be wood as well. It should match the original
in size, the amount of exposed lap and in finish.
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16.1 Match the original material in
composition, scale and finish when replacing
materials on primary surfaces.

e If the original material is wood clapboard,
for example, then the replacement material
should be wood as well. It should match the
original in size, the amount of exposed lap
and finish.

*  Replacing only the amount required is
preferred. If a few boards are damaged
beyond repair, then only replace them and
not the entire wall.

16.2 Do not use synthetic materials, such as
aluminum orvinylsiding or panelized brick,
as replacements for primary building
materials on an historic structure.

. In some instances, substitute materials may
be used for replacing architectural details,
but doing so is not encouraged. If it is
necessary to use a new material, such as a
fiberglass column, the style and detail should
match that of the historic model.

*  Primary building materials, such as wood
siding and brick, should not be replaced
with synthetic materials.

*  Modular materials should not be used as
replacement materials. Syntheticstuccoand
panelized brick, for example, are
inappropriate.
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1 7 The use of synthetic siding materials to cover origi-
nal building materials or features is not appropriate.

Rather than repairing or replacing siding, some
property owners may entertain the idea of cover-
ing the original building material. Aluminum and
vinyl siding are examples of synthetic materials
that are often considered. Using these products
to cover historic materials is inappropriate. Do~
ing 50 obscures the original character and changes
the dimensions of walls, which is particularly no-
ticeable around door and window openings. Cov-
erings often conceal moisture damage and some-
times cause accelerated deterioration. For simi-
lar reasons, if original wall materials are covered
with a synthetic siding, remove the outer layer
and restore the original materials.

17.1 Historic building materials or features

should not be covered with synthetic

materials.

¢ Nomaterial should be applied as a covering
to historic materials or features.

¢  Synthetic stucco, panelized brick, vinyl,
aluminum or other composite siding
materials are not appropriate.

17.2 Consider removing later synthetic or
composite materials that cover original
siding.

*  Removinglater covering materials thathave
not achieved historic significance is
preferred.

*  An applicant may not re-side a house with
another covering material if one already
exists. Removing the covering to expose the
original material is appropriate in such a
case.

*  Once the siding has been removed, repair
the original underlying material.

Historic building materials or features s
with synthetic materials.

e r;‘if' ;- /[ *_u =
Consider removing later synthetic or composite materials
that cover original siding.
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1 8 Original wood siding should be maintained with a

protective coating of paint.

Protect wood features from deterioration. Maintain protective
coatings to retard drying and ultraviolet damage. If the
building was painted originally, it should remain painted.

Plan repainting carefully. Always prepare a good substrate.
Also, use compatible paints.
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Wood is the dominant building material in the
Walterboro and Hickory Valley Historic Districts.
To preserve the wood, it is important to maintain

the painted finish of the siding.

18.1 Protect wood features from

deterioration.

¢  Provide proper drainage and ventilation to
minimize rot.

*  Maintainprotective coatings toretard drying
and ultraviolet damage. If the building was
painted historically, it should remain
painted, including all trim.

18.2 Plan repainting carefully.

*  Always prepare a good substrate. Prior to
painting, remove damaged or deteriorated
paint only to the next intact layer, using the
gentlestmeans possible. Thereis no technical
reason to strip paint all the way down to the
original materials before repainting.

*  Use compatible paints. Some latex paints
will notbond well to earlier oil-based paints
without a primer coat.

18.3 Using the historic color scheme is

encouraged.

*  Ifan historic scheme is not to be used, then
consider the following;:
- Generally, one muted color is used as a
background to unify the composition.
- One or two colors are usually used for
accent to highlight details and trim.
- A single color scheme should be used for
the entire exterior so upper and lower floors
and subordinate wings of buildings are seen
as components of a single structure.

18.4 Muted colors can help reduce the
perceived scale of a building,.

oy
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1 9 Masonry construction should be preserved in its

original condition.

Many buildings included brick for foundation
piers and chimneys. Although a very durable
material, brick is not invulnerable. One of its most
important uses in Walterboro is in foundation
piers. These provide the structural support for an
entire house. The proper maintenance and pres-
ervation of brick is therefore important.

19.1 Preserve the original mortar joint and

masonry unit size, the tooling and bonding

patterns, coatings and color.

¢ Original mortar, in good condition, should
be preserved in place.

19.2 Repoint mortar joints where there is

evidence of deterioration.

. Duplicate the old mortar in strength,
composition, color, texture, joint width and
profile.

®*  Mortar joints should be cleared with hand
tools. Using electric saws and hammers to
remove mortar can seriously damage the
adjacent brick or stone.

*  Avoid using mortar with a high portland
cement content, because it will be
substantially harder than the brick and does
not allow for expanding and contracting.
Nor does it allow the mortar to breathe. The
resultwillbedeterioration of the brick itself.

19.3 Brick that was not painted historically

should not be painted.

. Masonry naturally has a water-protective
layer, or patina, to protect it from the
elements. Painting masonry walls can seal
in moisture already in the masonry, thereby
not allowing it to breathe and causing
extensive damage over the years.

Hot Cold
(bricks expand)  (bricks contract)

N NN

Original mortar Mortar compresees  Mortar flexes
(lime, flexible)

Bad replacement  Mortar does not Mortar does
mortar (cement, compress & not flex &
inflexible) bricks spall cracks open up

Repoint mortar joints where there is evidence of deterioration.
Duplicate the mortar joints in width and profile.

,f" s~ . L‘x—f:-f By
Avoid using mortar with a high portland cement content,
because it will be substantially harder than the brick and
does not allow for expanding and contracting. Nor docs it
allow the mortar to breathe. The result will be deterioration
of the brick itself.
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194 Protect masonry from water

deterioration.

*  Provide proper drainage so that water does
not stand on flat, horizontal surfaces or
accumulate in decorative features.

*  Provide positive drainage away from
foundations to minimize rising moisture.

Protect masonry from water deterioration. This damaged
gutter can lead to moisture accumulation around brick
foundation piers that can ultimately lead to the deterioration
of the brick itself.

20 Roof materials should be used in a manner similar
to that seen historically and chosen based on their com-
patible appearance with a structure.

A variety of roof materials exist in the historic
districts. Today, the use of composition shingles
dominates. Roof materials are major elements in
the street scene and contribute to the character of
individual building styles. However, they are the
most susceptible to deterioration, and their re-
placement may become necessary in time.

20.1 Preserve original roof materials.

*  Avoid removing roof material that is in
good condition.

*  Itisespecially importantto preserve historic
materials, or replace them with similar
materials when necessary.

Composition shingles are an acce;;table roofing material.
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20.2 Replacement roof materials for an
historic structure should convey a scale and
texture similar to those used traditionally.

When choosing a roof replacement material
the architectural style of the structure should
be considered.
Wherereplacementisnecessary, use similar
materials to that seen historically. Wood
shingles, composition shingle, or metal are
generally appropriate.

20.3 If theyare tobeused, metal roofsshould
be applied and detailed in a manner that is
compatible with the historic character and
doesnot distractfrom the historicappearance
of the building.

Metal roof materials should be earth tones
and have a matte, non-reflective finish.
Seams should be of a low profile.

The edges of the roofing material should be
finished similar to those seen historically.
The edges of standing searn metal roof were
simply bent downward at the edges of the
roof with a very slight overhang. In most
cases the gutters hide this detail.

Stamped metal panelsshould appear similar
to those seen historically.

Many modern metal roofing materials do
nothave proportions that are appropriate to
the historic character of the neighborhood.

Metal roof materials should be earth tones and have a matte,
non-reflective finish. The glare seen from this roof is
inappropriate.

Seams should be of a low profile.
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INDIVIDUAL BUILDING FEATURES

Individual building features, such as porches,
windows, doors, and roofs, are often the most
character defining elements of a structure.

PORCHES
Historically, porches were popular features in resi-
dential designs.

A porch protects an entrance from rain and pro-
vides shade in the summer. It also provides a
sense of scale to the facade and catches breezes in
the warmer months, while providing a space for
residents to sit and congregate. Finally, a porch
connects a house to its context by orienting the
entrance to the street.

Many architectural styles and building types, de-
veloped with the porch as a prime feature of the
front facade. Because of their historical impor-
tance and prominence as character-defining fea-
tures, porches should be preserved and they
should receive sensitive treatment during exte-
rior rehabilitation.

Porch Features

Porches vary as much as architectural styles. They
differ in height, scale, location, materials and ar-
ticulation. Some are simple one-story structures,
while others may be complex with elaborate de-
tails and finishes. These elements often corre-
spond to the architectural style of the house and
therefore the building's design character should
be considered before any major rehabilitation
work is begun.

Porch Deterioration

Because of constant exposure to sun and rain and
the fact that a porch is open to the elements, it
decays faster than other portions of a house. Much
deterioration is caused by rain spilling onto the
porch from the main roof of the house. If this
water does not drain away, then deterioration oc-
curs. Furthermore, if the water is not then chan-
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neled away from the foundation of the porch its
footings may be damaged. Other problems in-
clude weathering of features such as posts, col-
umns, steps and decorative detailing. Peeling
paint is a common symptom. In some cases the
porch itself may experience sagging or detach-
ment from the house due to settling of the house
and/or porch.

Porch Alterations

Some porches have had minor changes, such as
roof repairs or repainting, others have been al-
tered to the degree that they have lost much of
their character. In many cases a porch may have
lost character-defining features, such as balus-
trades, posts, columns and decorative brackets—
features that usually define architectural styles
and that may have been replaced by incompat-
ible substitutes. For instance, wood columns and
balustrades were sometimes replaced with thin
"wrought iron" railings and posts in the 1950s.
This compromised the proportions and architec-
tural integrity of the house. In the mid-twentieth
century it was sometimes fashionable to totally
remove the front porch. Many of these changes
have eroded the historic character of houses in
the neighborhood.

Wood columns and balustrades were sometimes replaced
with thin "wrought iron” railings and posts in the 1950s.
This compromises the proportions and architectural integrity
of a housc, and is inappropriatc.
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Repair of Porches

After discovering structural or cosmetic problems
with a porch, one should begin to formulate a
strategy for its treatment. The most sensitive strat-
egy is to repair the porch. In most cases it is easier,
and more economical, to repair an existing porch
or porch elements, rather than to replace them.
This approach is preferred because the original
materials of a porch contribute to the historic char-
acter of a building. Even when replaced with an
exact duplicate porch, a portion of the historic
building fabric is lost; therefore, such treatment
should be avoided when feasible.

Replacing a Porch
While replacing an entire porch is discouraged,
it may be necessary in some cases. When a porch
is to be replaced, the first step is to investigate
the status of the current porch to determine its
history, as well as to ascertain which features, if
any, are original. The second step is to research
the history of the house to determine the appear-
ance and materials of the original porch. In do-
ing so, one should search for:

*  Writtendocumentation of the original porch
inthe form of historic photographs, sketches
and/or house plans.

*  Physical evidence of the original porch,
including "ghostlines" on walls thatindicate
the outline of the porch and /or holes on the
exterior wall that indicate where the porch
may have been attached.

*  Examplesofotherhousesof the same period
and style that may provide clues about the
design and location of the original porch.

The most important aspects of the project involve
the location, scale and materials of the replace-
ment porch. It is not necessary to strictly repli-
cate the details of the porch on most buildings;
however, it is important that new details be com-
patible with the design of the porch and the style
of the house.

1t is not necessary to strictly replicate the details of the porch
on most “contributing” buildings; however, it is important
that new details be compatible with the design of the porch
and the style of the housc. The replacement railing on the top
photograph is in scale with that seen historically, whereas
the balusters are spaced too widely in the bottom photo.

—

Maintenance tips for porches:

®°  Maintain drainage off of the main roof of the house, as well as off the roof of the porch.
s> Channel water away from the foundation of the porch.
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WINDOWS

Windows are some of the most important char-
acter-defining features of historic structures. They
give scale to buildings and provide visual inter-
est to the composition of individual facades. Dis-
tinct window designs in fact help define many
historic building styles. Windows often are inset
into relatively deep openings or they have sur-
rounding casings and sash components which
have a substantial dimension that cast shadows
which also contributes to the character of the his-
toric style. Because window designs so signifi-
cantly affect the character of a historic structure,
the treatment of a historic window and the de-
sign of a new one are therefore very important
considerations.

Window Features

The size, shape and proportions of a historic win-
dow are among its essential features. Many early
residential windows in Walterboro were verti-
cally-proportioned, for example. Another impor-
tant feature is the number of “lights,” or panes,
into which a window is divided. The design of
surrounding window casings, the depth and pro-
file of window sash elements and the materials
of which they were constructed are also impor-
tant features. Early windows were made of wood.

The manner in which windows are combined or
arranged on a building face also may be distinctly
associated with a building style. For example, on
some bungalows a large central pane of fixed
glass was flanked by a pair of vertically-propor-
tioned casement windows. This "compound win-
dow" frequently occurred on building fronts un-
der broad porches. All of these features are ele-
ments of historic window designs that should be
preserved.

Wall

Glazing -——-—:1 /

% Stops
g
Sash Jamb
/ T Casing
Rail
Sifl

Typical double-hung window components.

Deterioration of Historic Windows

Properly maintained, original windows will pro-
vide excellent service for centuries. Most prob-
lems that occur result from a lack of maintenance.
The accumulation of layers of paint on wood sash
may make operation difficult. Using proper paint-
ing techniques, such as removing upper paint lay-
ers and preparing a proper substrate, can solve
this problem.

Water damage and the ultraviolet degradation
caused by sunlight also are major concerns. If sur-
faces fail to drain properly, water may be intro-
duced. Condensation also can cause problems
and damage occurs when the painted layer is
cracked or peeling. Resulting decay may make

e R R R

Maintenance tips for windows:

»2  Maintain a good coat of paint on all exposed surfaces.

s> Replace old glazing compound.

s2  Install new weather-stripping to reduce air leaks.
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operation of the window difficult, and if left un-
treated, can result in significant deterioration of
window components. In most cases, windows are
not susceptible to damage, however, if a good coat
of paint is maintained.

Repair of Historic Windows

Whenever possible, repair a historic window,
rather than replace it. In most cases it is in fact
easier, and more economical, to repair an exist-
ing window rather than to replace it, because the
original materials contribute to the historic char-
acter of the building. Even when replaced with
an exact copy, a portion of the historic building
fabric is lost and therefore such treatment should
be avoided. When considering whether to repair
or replace a historic window, consider the follow-
ing:

First, determine the window’s architectural sig-
nificance. Is it a key character-defining element
of the building? Typically, windows on the front
of the building and on sides designed to be vis-
ible from the street, are key character-defining el-
ements. A window in an obscure location, or on
the rear of a structure may not be. Greater flex-
ibility in the treatment or replacement of such
secondary windows may be considered.

Second, inspect the window to determine its con-
dition. Distinguish superficial signs of deteriora-
tion from actual failure of window components.
Peeling paint and dried wood, for example, are
serious problems, but often do not indicate that a
window is beyond repair.

What constitutes a deteriorated window? A rot-
ted sill may dictate its replacement, but it does
not indicate the need for an entire new window.
Determining window condition must occur on a
case-by-case basis; however, as a general rule, a
window merits preservation, with perhaps selec-
tive replacement of components, when more than
50 percent of the window components can be re-
paired.

Third, determine the appropriate treatment for
the window. Surfaces may require cleaning and
patching. Some components may be deteriorated
beyond repair. Patching and splicing in new ma-
terial for only those portions that are decayed
should be considered in such a case, rather than
replacing the entire window. If the entire window
must be replaced, the new one should match the
original in appearance.

Replacement Windows

While replacing an entire window assembly is dis-
couraged, it may be necessary in some cases.
When a window is to be replaced, the new one
should match the appearance of the original to
the greatest extent possible. To do so, the size and
proportion of window elements, including glass
and sash components, should match the original.
In most cases, the original profile, or outline of
the sash components, should be the same as the
original. At a minimum, the replacement compo-
nents should match the original in dimension and
profile and the original depth of the window
opening should be maintained.

For additional information about windows:

#  National Trust for Historic Preservation. New Energy for Old Buildings. Washington, DC: The
Preservation Press, National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1981.

#: New York Landmarks Conservancy. Repairing Old and Historic Windows: A Manual for Architects
and Homeowners. Washington, DC: National Trust for Historic Preservation, 1992.

#»  Park, Sharon C. Prescrvation Bricf 13: The Repair and Thermal Upgrading of Historic Steel Windows.
Washington, DC: Technical Preservation Services, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the

Interior.

#»  The Old House Journal, "Anatomy of a Double-hung Window."
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Many windows had multiple panes which were
divided by muntins, which were solid wood ele-
ments used to hold the individual panes in the
sash. These muntins were much thicker than typi-
cal "snap-in" muntins seen in many windows to-
day. Of particular importance are the shadows
that were created by these thicker muntins. These
divided lights and shadow lines are important
character-defining elements and replacement
windows should be similar in character. Where
true divided lights will not be used in replace-
ment windows, snap-in muntins should be used
which create the same affect as their historic coun-
terparts. Often, this means that muntins will need
to be used on both the inside and the outside of
the single pane windows.

A frequent concern is the material of the replace-
ment window. While wood was most often used
historically, metal and vinyl clad windows are
common on the market today and sometimes are
suggested as replacement options by window
suppliers. In general, using the same material as
the original is preferred. If the historic window
was wood, then using a wood replacement is the
best approach.

However, itis possible to consider alternative ma-
terials in some special cases, if the resulting ap-
pearance will match that of the original, in terms
of the finish of the material, its proportions and
profile of sash members. For example, if a metal
window is to be used as a substitute for a wood
one, the sash components should be similar in size
and design to those of the original. The substi-
tute material also should have a demonstrated du-
rability in similar applications in this climate.

Finally, when replacing a historic window, it is
important to preserve the original casing. This
trim element often conveys distinctive stylistic
features associated with the historic building style
and may be costly to reproduce. Many good win-
dow manufacturers today provide replacement
windows that will fit exactly within historic win-
dow casings.
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Energy Conservation

In some cases, owners may be concerned that an
older window is less efficient in terms of energy
conservation. In winter, for example, heat loss
associated with an older window may make a
room uncomfortable and increase heating costs.
In fact, most heat loss is associated with air leak-
age though gaps in an older window that are the
result of a lack of maintenance, rather than loss
of energy through the single pane of glass found
in historic windows. Glazing compound may be
cracked or missing, allowing air to move around
the glass. Sash members also may have shifted,
leaving a gap for heat loss.

The most cost-effective energy conservation mea-
sures for most historic windows are to replace
glazing compound, repair wood members and
install weather stripping. These steps will dra-
matically reduce heat loss while preserving his-
toric features.

If additional energy savings are a concern, con-
sider installing a storm window. This may be ap-
plied to the interior or the exterior of the win-
dow. It should be designed to match the historic
window divisions such that the exterior appear-
ance of the original window is not obscured.

DooRs

Doors, which are often important character-de-
fining features of historic structures, give scale to
buildings and provide visual interest to the com-
position of individual facades. Some doors are
associated with specific architectural styles. For
example, glass paneled doors with stained glass
are used in a variety of period designs. Many his-
toric doors are noted for their materials, place-
ment and finishes. Because an inappropriate door
can severely affect the character of a historic
house, one should be careful to avoid radical al-
teration of an old door and, if needed, to choose
a new door that is appropriate to the design of
the house.

P ——
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Maintenance Issues of Historic Doors

Because a historic door is typically sheltered by a
porch, it tends to be long-lasting. However, some
problems that occur result from a lack of mainte-
nance and from swelling and warping due to cli-
matic changes. A door also may be worn and sag-
ging as a result of weathering and constant use.
As a result, some doors may allow moisture and
air into the house.

Water damage and the assault of sunlight are ma-
jor concerns. Condensation also can cause prob-
lems with glass panels and sashes on doors. Dam-
age occurs when the painted or finished layer is
cracked or peeling. Decay may make operation
of the door difficult and, if left untreated, can re-
sult in significant deterioration of door compo-
nents. In most cases, doors are not susceptible to
damage if a good coat of paint or varnish is main-
tained, however.

Repair of Historic Doors

Typically, a problem door merely needs to be re-
hung. This treatment is preferred rather than re-
placing it altogether. Repairing a historic door,
however, may be necessary, in which case, repair-
ing it rather than replacing it is suggested. It is
often easier, and more economical, to repair an
existing door rather than to replace it. This is pre-
ferred because the original materials contribute
to the historic character of the building. Even
when replaced with an exact duplicate door, a
portion of the historic building fabric is lost and
such treatment should be avoided. When decid-
ing whether to repair or replace a historic door,
consider the following:

First, determine the door’s architectural signifi-
cance. Is it a key character-defining element of
the building? Is the front door in a prominent po-
sition on the primary facade such that it is vis-
ible? Is the design of the historic door indicative
of the architectural style or type of the house? If
the answer to one or more of these questions is
"yes," then preservation is the best approach. A
door in an obscure location, or on the rear of a
structure may not be considered a prominent fea-
ture of the house. Thus, greater flexibility in the
treatment or replacement of such doors may be
considered.

Second, inspect the door to determine its condi-
tion. Is the door hanging out of alignment or does
itlack proper hardware and framing components
that make it functional? If so, replacing these ele-
ments is appropriate. Check the door to see that
it opens and closes smoothly and that it fits in its
jamb. Some problems may be superficial ones,
such as peeling paint or deteriorated detailing.
These are issues that can be remedied without
altering the historic character.

Third, determine the appropriate treatment for
the door. In many cases the door may not fit the
door jamb or threshold as it should. In this case
the hinges and the threshold of the door should
be tightened or refit to allow smooth opening and
closing. Shaving or undercutting the door to fit
the door frame is not recommended as a solution.

When rehabilitating a historic door it is impor-
tant to maintain original doors, jambs, transoms,
window panes and hardware. Surfaces may re-
quire cleaning and patching and some compo-
nents may be deteriorated beyond repair. Patch-
ing and splicing in new material for only those
portions that are decayed should be considered
in such a case, rather than replacing the entire
door. However, if the entire door must be re-
placed, the new one should match the original in
its general appearance and should be in charac-
ter with the building style.

Replacement Doors

While replacing an entire door assembly is dis-
couraged, it may be necessary in some cases.
When a door is to be replaced, the new one should
match the appearance of the original. In replac-
ing a door, one should be careful to retain the
original door location, size and shape. In addi-
tion, one should consider the design of the door,
choosing a replacement that is compatible with
the style and type of the house.

A frequent concern is the material of the replace-
ment door. In general, using the same material as
the original is preferred. If the historic door was
wood, then using a wood replacement is the best
approach. Using a metal door generally is discour-
aged.
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Finally, when replacing a historic door, it is im-
portant to preserve the original frame when fea-
sible. This is important in keeping the size and
configuration of the original door.

Energy Conservation

In some cases, owners may be concerned that an
older door is less efficient in terms of energy con-
servation. In winter, for example, heat loss asso-
ciated with an older door may make a room un-
comfortable and increase heating costs. In fact,
most heat loss is associated with air leakage
though the space below the door and through
glass panes in the door, if it has any.

The most cost-effective energy conservation mea-
sures for a typical historic door is to install
weather stripping along the door frame, to fit the
door to the jamb and threshold and to caulk any
window panes. These measures will dramatically
reduce heat loss while preserving historic fea-
tures.

If additional energy savings are a concern, con-
sider installing a storm door. This may be applied
to the exterior of the door. It should be designed
such that the exterior appearance of the original
door is not obscured.

RoOFs

The character of the roof is a major feature for
most historic structures. When repeated along the
street, the repetition of similar roof forms contrib-
utes to a sense of visual continuity for the neigh-
borhood. In each case, the roof pitch, its materi-
als, size and orientation are all distinct features
that contribute to the character of a roof. Gabled
and hip forms occur most frequently, although
shed and flat roofs appear on some building

types.

Although the function of a roof is to protect a
house from the elements, it also contributes to the
overall character of the building. The Walterboro
and Hickory Valley Historic Districts have seen
the construction of various roof forms, as illus-
trated below.

Typical Roof Types
Gabled roof Cross-Gabled roof Hipped roof
‘ —
\ |
\ l
N
Shed roof Clipped Gable
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Roof Deterioration

The roof is a building's main defense against the

elements. However, all components of the roof-

ing system are vulnerable to leaking and dam-

age. When the roof begins to experience failure,

many other parts of the house may also be af-

fected. For example, a leak in the roof may lead

to damage of attic rafters or even wall surfaces.

Common sources of roof leaks include:

¢ Cracks in chimney masonry

¢  Looseflashing around chimneys and ridges

*  Loose or missing roof shingles

*  Cracksinroof membranescaused by settling
rafters

Roof Form

In repairing or altering a historic roof it is impor-
tant to preserve its original character. For instance,
one should not alter the pitch of the historic roof,
the perceived line of the roof from the street or
the orientation of the roof to the street. The his-
toric depth of the overhang of eaves, which is
often based on the style of the house, should also
be preserved.

Gutters and Downspouts
Gutters and downspouts are mechanisms for di-
verting water away from a structure. Without this
drainage system, water would splash off the roof
onto exterior walls and run along the foundation
of the building. If gutters and downspouts are to
perform sufficiently, certain requirements must
be met:
¢  They must be large enough to handle the
discharge.
¢ They must have sufficient pitch to carry the
water off quickly.
*  They must not leak.
They must not be clogged with debris.

Roofs on Additions

The roof form of an addition should be compat-
ible with the roof form of the primary structure,
in terms of its pitch and orientation. In planning
a roof top addition, one should avoid altering the
angle of the roof and instead should maintain the
perceived historic roof line, as seen from the street.

Dormers

Historically a dormer was sometimes added to
create more head room in attic spaces: It typically
had a vertical emphasis and was usually placed
as a single or in a pair on a roof. A dormer did not
dominate a roof form, as it was subordinate in
scale to the primary roof. Thus, a new dormer
should always read as a subordinate element to
the primary roof plane. A new dormer should
never be so large that the original roof line is ob-
scured. It should also be set back from the roof
edge and located below the roof ridge in most
cases. In addition, the style of the new dormer
should be in keeping with the style of the house.

Materials

A variety of roof materials exist in Walterboro.
Today, composition shingles predominate, al-
though several stamped shingle and standing
seam metal roofs also exist. Historic research in-
dicates that wood shingle roofs were common and
there were instances of metal roofs in the district.
Historic standing seam metal roofs were smooth
and laid out in smaller panels than are seen to-
day. The edges were crimped together to form a
vertical seam. Brochures from the past indicate
the seam was low and narrow in profile. The
seams were separated by a distance ranging from
ten to twenty inches depending on the run of the
panel.

Maintenance tips for roofs:

% Maintain gutters and downspouts in good condition.
v Keep gutters and downspouts free from debris to ensure proper drainage.
.

Patch holes in gutters and downspouts to keep water from seeping onto walls and foundations.

sa-  Install gutters in a manner that is not detrimental to historic building materials.
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Roof materials are major elements in the street
scene and can contribute to the character of indi-
vidual building styles. However, they are suscep-
tible to deterioration. Even though roof materi-
als may have taken on historic significance, their
replacement can become necessary in time. When
this occurs, questions arise about the choice of ap-
propriate replacement materials.

Several elements should be considered concern-
ing the choice of replacement materials includ-
ing the style of your home, and the roof's orienta-
tion to the street. Colors should reflect those seen
historically in the district. The roof material
should be non-glare and should convey a profile
similar to those seen historically.

PoLiCY STATEMENTS

In order to maintain the character of the Walter-
boro historic districts, through the use of tradi-
tional building features, the following basic poli-
cies should be used. These policies serve as the
foundation for all related design guidelines and
supporting information. In cases where special
conditions of a specific project are such that the
detailed design guidelines do not appear to ad-
dress the situation, these general policy state-
ments will serve as the basis for determining the
appropriateness of proposed work.

21. Maintain a porch and its charac-
ter-defining features.

22. Windows and doors significantly
affect the character of a structure
and should be preserved.

23. A new or replacement window or
door should match the appearance
of the original.

24. Preserve the original form and
scale of a roof.

25. Maintain the tradition of raised
cottages.

Following are design guidelines to implement
these policies.

“
For additional information about roofs:

#1 Grimmer, Anne E. and Paul K. Williams. Preservation Brief 30: The Preservation and Repair of Historic
Clay Tile Roofs. Washington, D.C.: Technical Preservation Services, National Park Service, U.S.

Department of the Interior.

# Levine, Jeffrey S. Preservation Brief 29: The Repair, Replacement and Maintenance of Historic Slate
Roofs. Washington, D.C.: Technical Preservation Services, National Park Service, U.S. Department

of the Interior.

#  Park, Sharon C. Preservation Brief 19: The Repair and Replacement of Historic Wooden Shingle Roofs.
Washington, D.C.: Technical Preservation Services, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the

Interior.

#»  Pieper, Richard. Preservation Tech Notes: Metals #2: Restoring Metal Roof Cornices. Washington,
D.C.: Technical Preservation Services, National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior.
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21 Maintain a porch and its character-defining features.

Historically, porches were popular features in resi-
dential designs. A porch protects an entrance from
rain and provides shade in the summer. It also
provides a sense of scale to the building and pro-
vides a space for residents to sit and congregate.
A porch provides stylistic details to the house, and
in some cases is an integral part of an architec-
tural style. Finally, a porch connects a house to its
context by orienting the entrance to the street.

21.1 Preserve an original porch.

*  Replace missing posts and railings when
necessary. Match the original proportions
and spacing of balusters when replacing
missing ones.

¢  Consider replacing concrete decking with
wood planks, if it existed historically.

. Avoid removing or covering historic
materials and features on a porch.

*  Unless used historically, wrought iron,
especially the "licorice stick” style that
emerged in the 1950s and 1960s, is
inappropriate.

21.2 Porch supports should be of a
substantial enough size that the porch roof
does not appear to float above the entry.

*  Brickorwood columns are original for most
structures in the neighborhood and should
be used for replacements.

*  Wherewroughtironsupports exist, consider
replacing them with more substantial
columns, unless used historically.

Repairing, rather than replacing porch elements, is the
preferred approach.

-

Prescrvean briginal ;-Jérch. Avoidusinga pbrch support that
would be substantially smaller than other supports on the
porch or than seen historically.
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Theporchin the top photograph has experienced inappropriate
alteration; metal posts have replaced original wood piers. In
the case that adequate documentation is not available for
reconstruction, consulting houses of similar character and
age is appropriate, as the porch in the bottom photo has done.

Enclosing an open porch with screen material is acceptable.
Framing for screening material should not interfere with
porch supports and should be set behind them.
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21.3 If porch replacement is necessary,
reconstruct it to match the original in form
and detail.

*  Use materials similar to the original.

*  Where no evidence of the historic porch
exists, a new porch may be considered that
is similar in character to those found on
comparable buildings.

*  While matching original materials is
preferred, when detailed correctly and
painted appropriately, fiberglass columns
may be considered.

*  Speculative construction of a porch is
discouraged. Avoid applying decorative
elements that are not known to have been
used on your house or others like it.

*  The height of the railing and the spacing of
balusters should appear similar to those
used historically.

21.4 Avoid enclosing a historic front porch

with opaque materials.

*  Enclosing a porch with opaque materials
that destroy the openness and transparency
of the porch is inappropriate.

*  Enclosing a porch with large areas of glass,
thereby preserving the openness of the
porch, may be considered.

* Enclosing an open porch with screen
materialis acceptable. Framing for screening
material should not interfere with porch
supports and should be set behind them.

21.5 When considering a new porch or
covered entry on an existing residence,
design it to be similar to those seen
historically.

*  Anewporchshould notvisually overwhelm

the primary facade.

* Use materials similar to those seen
historically. Wood decking, balustrades and
porchsupports (sometimes with brick piers)
were most common.

Forwey  qeemweow, ey
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22 Windows and doors significantly affect the charac-
ter of a structure and should be preserved.

The size, shape and proportions of window and
door openings are important features. They give
scale to buildings and provide visual interest to
the composition of individual facades. These fea-
tures are inset into relatively deep openings in a
building wall or they have surrounding casings
and sash components that have substantial di-
mensions. They cast shadows that contribute to
the character of the building.

22.1 Preserve the position, number, size and
arrangement of historic windows and doors
in a building wall.

*  Enclosing an historic opening in a key
character-defining facade is inappropriate,
asis adding anew opening. Thisis especially
important on primary facades where the
historic ratio of solid-to-void is a character-
defining feature.

*  Greaterflexibility ininstalling new windows
or doors may be considered onside and rear
walls.

* Do not close down an original opening to
accommodate a smaller window. Restoring
original openings which have been altered
over time is encouraged

22.2 Preserve the functional and decorative

features of a historic window or door.

*  Features important to the character of a
window include its clear glass, frame, sash,
muntins, mullions, glazing, sills, heads,
jambs, moldings, operation, location and
relation to other windows.

*  Features important to the character of a
door include the door itself, door frame,
screen door, threshold, glass panes,
paneling, hardware, detailing, transoms and
flanking sidelights.

®*  Repair frames and sashes rather than
replacing them, whenever conditions
permit.

®*  Maintain the original number of divided
lights in a window or door.

: . a Yook SUASE 9"-;;‘;
Preserve the position, number, size and arrangement of
historic windows and doors in a building wall.

FINE
b wrSordd B0

: g ol
Preserve the functional and decorative features of a historic
window or door.

X ;

Inappropriate Appropriate
Do not closc down an original opening to accommodate a
smaller window.
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Appropriate
Preserve the historic ratio of window openings to solid wall.
On the sketches above, the shaded areas represent the amount
of glass on a wall surface.

"
Be T

Where existing operable shutters survive, tht;yA should be
retained and repaired.

Ty ) P N
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Inoperable shutters do not typically convey the proportions
of the windows they are meant to protect, and are nol
appropriate.
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22.3 Maintain the historic ratio of window

openings to solid wall.

1)  This applies both to historic structures and
new construction.

2)  Significantly increasing the amount of glass
will negatively affect the integrity of a
structure.

3)  Largesurfaces of glass are inappropriate on
residential structures and on the upper floors
and sides of commercial buildings.

4)  Ifnecessary, divide large glass surfaces into
smaller windows thatare in scale with those
seen traditionally.

22.4 Where existing operable shutters

survive, they should be retained and

repaired.

¢  Inoperable shutters do not typically convey
the proportions of the windows they are
meant to protect. For this reason only
operable shutters should be used. Inoperable
shutters may be considered if their combined
width and height would be the same as
operable ones.

. Vinyl or aluminum shutters are not
appropriate.

22.5 Screen doors and windows may be

used.

¢  The screen system should cover the entire
opening and framing should be as minimally
visible as possible.

¢  Dividing rails should be visually aligned
with the dividing rails of the window
themselves.

®  The sash or frame components should be
made from wood, when feasible. Do not use
an anodized or milled (a silvery metallic)
finish.

*  The color of sash or frame components
should match the color of the window frame.




22.6 Installing window air-conditioners in
windows on building fronts is discouraged.

22.7 If energy conservation and heat loss
are a concern, consider using storm windows
and doors instead of replacing an historic
window or door.

[ ]

Install a storm window on the interior, when
feasible. This will allow the character of the
original window to be seen from the public
way.

If a storm window is to be instalied on the
exterior, match thesash design of the original
windows. A metal storm window may be
appropriate if the frame matches the
proportions and profiles of the original
window. It should fit tightly within the
window opening without the need for sub-
frames or panning around the perimeter.
Match the color of the storm window sash
with the color of the window frame; do not
use an anodized or a milled (a silvery
metallic) finish. Finally, set the sash of the
storm window back from the plane of the
wall surface as far as possible.

Generally, wood storm doors are most
appropriate.

A metal storm door may be appropriate if it
is simple in design and if the frame is
anodized or painted so that raw metal isnot
visible.

The color of sash or frame components
should match the color of the original

opening.

Ifastorm window is to be installed on the exterior, match the
sash design of the original windows.
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23 A new or replacement window or door should match
the appearance of the original.

e o
AL B T .

Ina th ndow, use materials that appear similar
to the original. Wood is the preferred material.

BRI~

Sliding aluminum  Flush face  Imitation
patio door door with "Dutch”

emall lights door

Inappropriatefront doors for the Walterboro historic districts.
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While replacing an entire window or door is dis-
couraged, it may be necessary in some cases. Al-
though wood was used historically, vinyl and
metal is common on the market today and some-
times is suggested for replacement by suppliers.
It is possible to consider alternative materials, if
the resulting appearance matches the original as
closely as possible. The substitute also should
have a demonstrated durability in this climate.

23.1 When window or door replacement is
necessary, match the replacement to the
original design as closely as possible.

*  Preserve the original casing, when feasible.

¢ If the original is double-hung, then the
replacement window should also be double-
hung, or at a minimum, appear to be so.
Match the replacement also in the number
and position of glass panes.

*  Onfacades not visible from the public way,
snap-in muntins may be an alternative if
they create the same affect as true divided
lights. Often, this means that muntins will
need to be used on both the inside and
outside of the window.

*  Very ornate windows or doors that are not
appropriate to the building's architectural
style are inappropriate.

. Using the same material (wood) as the
original is preferred.

* A substitute material may be considered if
theappearance of the components will match
those of the original in dimension, profile
and finish.

23.2 Maintain the historic ratio of solid-to-

void on a primary facade.

*  Significantly increasing the amount of glass
on a character-defining facade will
negatively affect the integrity of the
structure.
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23.3 A new opening should be similar in
location, size and type to those seen

traditionally.

1)  All buildings which face the street should
have a well-defined front entrance.

2)  Limit the number of doors on accessory
structures.

3)  Ageneral rule for a window opening is that
the height should be twice the dimension of
the width.

4)  Windows should be simple in shape,
arrangement and detail.

5)  Unusually shaped windows, such as

triangles and trapezoids may be considered
as accents only.

23.4 On a new or replacement window,
wooden pop-in muntins and mullions may
be considered.

1)

2)

3)

Their use will be considered on a case-by-
case basis.

Pop-in muntins and mullions should be
made from wood and they should convey
the scale and finish of those true muntins
and mullions seen historically.

Pop-in muntins and mullions should be
used on both the inside and outside of the
window.

23.5 Windows and doorsshould be finished
with trim elements similar to those used
traditionally.

1)

2)

This trim should have a dimension similar
to that used historically.

Divided lights should be formed from
smaller mullions integral to the window.
Pop-in muntins and mullions are
inappropriate.

Guidelines for Individual Building Components

. w———,
A new opening should be similar in location, size and type
to those seen traditionally. This window does not relate and

is inappropriate.
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24 Preserve the original form and scale of a roof.

devices. Locating a skylight or a solar panel on a front roof
plane should be avoided.
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Minimize the visual impacts of skylights and other rooftop

Typical residential roof shapes are gabled, cross-
gabled and hipped. Because roof forms are often
one of the most significant character-defining el-
ements for some of the more simple structures,
their preservation is important.

24.1 Preserve the original roof form.

¢ Avoid altering the angle of a historic roof.
Instead, maintain the perceived line and
orientation of the roof as seen from the
street.

*  Retain and repair roof detailing.

24.2 Preserve the original eave depth.

* The shadows created by traditional
overhangs contribute to one's perception of
the building's historic scale and therefore,
these overhangs should be preserved.
Cutting back roof rafters and soffits or in
other ways altering the traditional roof
overhang is therefore inappropriate.

24.3 Minimize the visual impacts of

skylights and other rooftop devices.

*  Theaddition of features such as skylights or
solar panels should not be installed in a
manner such that they will interrupt the
plane of the historic roof. They should be
lower than the ridgeline.

*  Flat skylights that are flush with the roof
plane may be considered on the rear and
sides of the roof. Locating a skylight or a
solar panel on a front roof plane should be
avoided.

24.4 When planning a rooftop addition,

preserve the overall appearance of the

original roof.

*  Anadditionshould notinterrupt the original
ridgeline.

®  SeealsotheDesign Guidelines for Additions
and Accessory Structures.
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25 Maintain the tradition of raised cottages.

Historically, most houses in the South were raised
above grade by brick or stone piers to protect the
wood framing from rot—due to both termites and
water damage. Recently, many property owners
have filled these voids with concrete block or
poured concrete foundations. Raising cottages is
a strong part of the building tradition and should
be continued.

25.1 A raised cottage should remain so.

*  Thepiers should be kept in sound condition.

* If it is necessary to enclose a foundation,
usually lattice to maintain good ventilation
is acceptable.

e

A raised cottage should remain so.
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